WHEREAS, recent federal law enforcement actions against medical cannabis
operations in the State of Washington and a recent decision from the California Court of
Appeal (Pack v. City of Long Beach, 199 Cal.App.4th 1070 (October 4, 2011), review
granted, 268 P.3d 1063 Cal. (January 18, 2012)) that a city’s ordinance establishing a
permit system for medical marijuana is preempted by the federal Controlled Substances
Act further illustrate the uncertainty local governments must deal with; and
WHEREAS, the City Council deems it to be in the public interest to extend the
interim zoning regulations but to not codify permanent regulations due to the
uncertainties; and
WHEREAS, RCW 35A.63.220 and RCW 36.70A.390 authorize the City to extend
interim regulations for a period of six months after a public hearing and adoption of
findings justifying the same; and
WHEREAS, the Gig Harbor City Council held a public hearing on March 12,
2012, to take public testimony relating to this ordinance, and no member of the public
provided testimony; and
WHEREAS, nothing in this Ordinance is intended nor shall be construed to
authorize or approve of any violation of federal or state law;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR,
WASHINGTON, HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to extend the interim
regulations set forth in Ordinance No. 1218 for a period of six months.
Section 2. Findings in Support of Extending Interim Regulations. In
addition to the findings previously made as set forth in Ordinance No. 1218, and
Ordinance No. 1222, the Gig Harbor City Council makes the following additional
findings:
1.
The City Council adopts the recitals set forth above in support of
extending the interim regulations originally adopted under Ordinance No. 1218.
2.

(no public testimony offered at the public hearing).

Section 3. Extension of Interim Zoning Regulations. The duration of the
interim zoning regulations shall remain in effect for an additional period of six months,
and shall automatically expire at that time unless the same are extended as provided in
RCW 36.70A.390 and RCW 35A.63.220 prior to that date, or unless the same are
repealed or superseded by permanent regulations prior to that date.
Section 4. Planning Commission Work Plan. The City of Gig Harbor Planning
Commission is hereby directed to review the interim regulations in the Summer of 2012,
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