
RESOLUTION NO. 726 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG 
HARBOR, WASHINGTON, RELATING TO PROPOSED 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS, REJECTING TWO 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT APPLICATIONS (COMP 
07-005 AND COMP 07-006) FOR PROCESSING DURING THE 
2007 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ANNUAL CYCLE.   
 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Growth Management Act prevents the processing of 

comprehensive plan amendments more than once a year; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Gig Harbor has adopted regulations for the 

processing of comprehensive plan amendments in chapter 19.09 GHMC; and  
 
WHEREAS, comprehensive plan amendments are discretionary, 

legislative actions that are not subject to the vested rights doctrine, meaning that 
any applications submitted prior to the adoption of chapter 19.09 GHMC would 
be required to comply with the regulations in that chapter; and  

 
WHEREAS, under GHMC 19.09.130 and GHMC 19.09.140, the City 

Council evaluates the submitted comprehensive plan amendment applications 
and determines which applications will be processed further during the annual 
cycle; and  

 
WHEREAS, on September 10, 2007, the City Council evaluated the 

comprehensive plan amendment applications submitted for the 2007 annual 
cycle, and held a public hearing on such applications; Now, Therefore, 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON, 
HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.  The City Council determined that proposed comprehensive 
plan amendment COMP 07-0006 (3700 Grandview Street), will not be processed 
during the 2007 annual comprehensive plan amendment cycle.  This application 
requests that the land use designation for the subject property be changed from 
residential low (RL) to a designation of residential medium (RM), which would 
increase the potential density and intensity of development of the property.   

 
As a result of the potential for increased density, the staff was required to 
perform a capacity evaluation.  GHMC Section 19.10.005.   A report from the 
City’s engineering consultants on the status of the City’s Waste Water Treatment 
Plant (Cosmopolitan Engineering Group dated June 8, 2007) disclosed that the 
Plant is at its maximum capacity for the maximum month and peak day flows.  As 



 
 

 2

a result of this new information, the City does not have available sewer capacity 
to serve the subject property even if the property owner were to submit a 
development application to the City today under the existing comprehensive plan 
land use designation and zoning.  Similarly, the City would have no capacity in 
the Waste Water Treatment Plant for any development that would allow 
increased density.   

 
The City’s decision to approve or deny a comprehensive plan amendment must 
be based primarily on consistency with the Growth Management Act and SEPA.   

 
Each city or county planning under the act should analyze what 
[cumulative effects] are likely to be if the development it anticipates 
occurs.  This analysis should be made as part of the process of 
complying with the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) in 
connection with comprehensive plan adoption.  
 

WAC 365-195-540.  In addition, the Council must consider the criteria in GHMC 
Section 19.09.130, which requires consideration of new information that was not 
available during previous annual amendments.  In the last amendment to the 
City’s Waste Water Comprehensive Plan or the Land Use Element of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan, the Council did not know (nor does the Waste Water 
Comprehensive Plan show) that the available capacity of the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant would be reserved and/or used by this point in time.     
 
The 2007 comprehensive plan amendment process is scheduled to end with a 
final decision in December of 2007.  If COMP 07-0006 were to be approved, the 
property owner could submit an application for a rezone in January of 2008.  As 
stated in the June 8, 2007 report, the planned improvements to the City’s Waste 
Water Treatment Plant are not expected to provide available capacity until the 
end of 2009.  Therefore, the City would not be able to issue a rezone to 
implement this proposed comprehensive plan amendment until (at least) the end 
of 2009.   
 
Given the lack of concurrency in the City’s Waste Water Treatment Plant for any 
new development applications, the Council believes that a comprehensive plan 
that would allow additional density (and an increased need for sewer capacity) 
should not be processed when there is no capacity in the City’s WWTP.  The 
applicant is not precluded from re-submitting this application at a later date.   
 
 Section 2.     The City Council determined that proposed comprehensive 
plan amendment COMP 07-0005 (Waste Water Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment to Sewer Basin C14), will not be processed during the 2007 annual 
comprehensive plan amendment cycle.  This proposed comprehensive plan 












































