
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

May 11, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 



AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 11, 2009 – 5:30 p.m. (Note early start time) 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss potential litigation per RCW 42.10.110 (1)(i). 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Apr. 27, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Minutes of Council Worksession Apr. 20, 2009; b) Minutes 

of Council Worksessions Apr. 27, 2009; c) Recovery Act JAG Award; d) Finance 
Committee Minutes Apr. 20, 2009. 

3. Kinship Caregiver Day Proclamation. 
4. Liquor License: Application – Seven Seas Brewing.  
5. Summer Sounds Contracts. 
6. Administrative Services Agreement with Flex Plan Services, Inc. 
7. Eddon Boat Remediation Project – Consultant Services Contract for a portion of 

the Institutional Control Plan Implementation / Anchor Environmental.  
8. Approval of Payment of Bills for May 11, 2009: Checks #60868 through #60982 

in the amount of $513,686.82. 
9. Approval of Payroll for the Month of April: Checks $5418 through #5438 and 

direct deposit transactions in the total amount of $356,618.15. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. First Reading of Ordinance – Establishing a Process for the Allocation of Limited 
Sewer Capacity.  
 

NEW BUSINESS:    
1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – PCD/BP/ED Zoning Changes.  
2. Public Hearing – Comprehensive Plan Docket.  
3. First Reading of Ordinance – Sewer Exception Code Revision.  
4. First Reading of Ordinance – Nuisance. 
5. First Reading of Ordinance – Amending City Council Meeting Time. 

 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Wed. May 20th at 9:00 a.m. 
2. KLM Veteran’s Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Wed. May 20th at 5:30 p.m. 
3. Operations Committee – Thus. May 21st at 3:00 p.m. 



4. Boards & Commission Candidate Review – Tue. May 26th at 4:30 p.m. due to 
Memorial Day. 

5. City Council - Tue. May 26th at 6:00 p.m. due to Memorial Day. 
6. Planning/Building Committee – Mon. Jun 1st at 5:15 p.m. 
7. City Council / Parks Commission Joint Meeting – Mon. Jun. 1st at 6:30 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 
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 GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 27, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Kadzik and 
Mayor Hunter. Councilmember Payne was absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  6:02 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Apr. 13, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Minutes of City Council / Planning Commission Joint 

Worksession Mar. 16, 2009; b) GHPD 1st Quarter Report; c) Civic Center Loan 
Payback Report; d) Finance 1st Quarter Report; e) Water Rights. 

3. Public Safety Testing Agreement Renewal. 
4. Liquor Licenses: a) Special Occasion – Chamber of Commerce; b) Renewals: 

Anthony’s; Kelly’s Café; Tanglewood Grill; Olympic 76 Gas and Food Mart; and 
Bistro Satsuma. 

5. Property Disposition Services Agreement.  
6. Court Collections Contract Renewal.  
7. Canterwood Improvements Project – Deductive Change Order No. 3 and Project 

Acceptance.  
8. Wetland Review Consultant Services – Second Contract Amendment. 
9. Eddon Boat Hazardous Material Removal – Consultant Services Contract/PSC 

Environmental Services, LLC. 
10. Approval of Payment of Bills for April 27, 2009: Checks #60771 through #60867 in 

the amount of $928,990.54. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
   Ekberg / Malich – unanimously approved.  
 

OLD BUSINESS:   None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:     
1. First Reading of Ordinance – Establishing a Process for the Allocation of Limited 
Sewer Capacity. City Administrator Rob Karlinsey presented background information for 
this ordinance establishing a procedure for the allocation of limited sewer capacity made 
available through incremental improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant. He 
explained that after further discussion with the City Attorney, staff is not recommending 
this draft but asking for direction on three: 1) whether or not to limit the number of CRCs 
to issue; 2) whether or not to require an upfront deposit; and 3) terms for a sunset 
clause.   
 
Planning Director Tom Dolan and Senior Planner Jennifer Kester discussed concerns 
with limiting the number of CRCs and how to handle the deposit funds. 
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Councilmember Young explained that the interest in limiting the CRCs was to prioritize 
redevelopment, infill and use changes as these result in a more immediate impact to the 
economy. 
 
City Attorney Angela Belbeck responded that it would have to meet the “rational basis 
test” meaning a reasonable basis for any restrictions or preference given. If there is 
evidence that would show benefit to the city if certain types of development proceed, 
that information can be included in the ordinance. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg commented that the Operations Committee spent a lot of time 
on these two topics looking for ways to encourage economic stimulus by finding ways to 
help projects ready to go move forward. 
 
Councilmember Malich asked for the number of ERUs that are currently held by 
developers. Mr. Karlinsey estimated the number at 1,500, adding these reserved ERUs 
are another topic on whether they could be returned or exchanged for other 
development use.  
 
Mayor Hunter continued the discussion of encouraging projects that are ready to 
proceed but don’t have sewer capacity and to how to free up the reserved capacity from 
projects that aren’t ready to build. He mentioned the financing cost of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Bonds and how it would be lessened by payment of hook-up fees.  
 
Steve Lynn –Water to Wine, 9014 Peacock Hill Avenue.  Mr. Lynn said that he has an 
application for two ERUs for a tenant improvement. He said that his project would 
stimulate the economy and benefit the city through retail taxes; if they have to wait 
behind someone wanting 100 or more ERUs this will further delay the project. He 
suggested that the ordinance move forward tonight with the recommended 
amendments. He then said from the Main Street perspective, this is an adaptive reuse 
to stimulate the economy. There are people sitting on the sidelines due to the lack of 
capacity who may not come forward if there are other projects in line that will take all 
100 available ERUs. He said he thinks this is a good way to start. 
 
 Kristin Undem – Uptown Development, 4423 Pt. Fosdick Dr. NW #100-2.  Ms. Undem 
agreed with what Mr. Lynn said. Uptown has vacant storefronts that have been pursued 
by restaurants but they cannot get the necessary ERUs. She voiced excitement that the 
Council was considering options, adding that it is important for the economic vitality of 
Uptown to fill these vacancies. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg asked Ms. Undem how many ERUs they needed. Ms. Undem 
responded that she is assuming that one restaurant will require 15 ERUs, adding that 
they are waiting for the design before they know for sure.  
 
Randy Boss – (no address given). Mr. Boss agreed that this is a great incentive 
package for new businesses that need the ERUs now. He recommended truncating the 
timeline and if businesses demonstrate a need. He said that some sort of deposit is also 
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a good idea to demonstrate commitment. He commented that setting a limit on ERUs is 
counter-productive if a project has the ability to move forward. 
 
John Chadwell – Olympic Property Group, 4423 Point Fosdick Drive, Suite 302. Mr. 
Chadwell said that Olympic Property Group has an application in for 800+ ERUs. He 
voiced support of moving forward with certain projects that are ready to build, saying 
this is good economics.  He then cautioned against unintended consequences voicing 
concern that ERUs could be issued to a small residential plat ahead of OPG. They 
could come in with an application and be processed through the Hearing Examiner 
whether they are ready to go or not; they could sit on those ERUs which seems unfair 
when OPG had to sign a waiver releasing the city from the statutory time requirements, 
and won’t be allowed to go to the Hearing Examiner until the Treatment Plant 
Expansion is completed.  He said that he is in favor of a stimulus for small projects to go 
ahead, but asked that other projects that are competitive to OPG’s not be given an 
unfair advantage. 
 
Mr. Chadwell was asked the number of ERUs they currently have reserved. He couldn’t 
give the exact number for their business park project, but stressed that they weren’t 
free.  OPG put in a sewer line and invested in process permits and construction to 
obtain those ERUs. What is left is to pay the connection fees when the market allows for 
the properties to sell and a building permit is issued. 
 
Mr. Karlinsey said that due to recent improvements made to the Treatment Plant 
approximately 100 ERUs are being freed up.  Ms. Kester added that there are eight 
projects in queue that are asking for less than 100, and approximately 37 of the 100 
could be allocated to these eight. She said that they include short-plats, small office 
buildings and tenant improvements. 
 
Councilmember Young asked Mr. Chadwell if they would be willing to transfer or sell 
any of their ERUs to other projects. Mr. Chadwell responded yes, they would consider 
that option in order to let another project move forward if there is guarantee that 
capacity would be there when OPG projects are ready to proceed. 
 
Mr. Karlinsey asked for Council direction including the rationale to support any action.  
Ms. Kester pointed out that any ERUs left after the 37 are allocated to tenant 
improvement projects would have to be given to the remaining projects.  
 
Public Works Director David Stubchaer said that currently there aren’t enough projects 
ready to take all 100 ERUs, but there are other tenant improvements that could be 
ready quickly.  
 
After further discussion, Mr. Karlinsey clarified that staff will come back with an 
ordinance with the following criteria: a) no numerical limits; b) to allocate capacity for 
tenant improvements, change in use that require more capacity, and existing lots 
without capacity needing a building permit; c) 100% payment upfront; and d) a sunset 
clause for the payment portion when the clarifier is complete and a clause that the entire 

Consent Agenda - 1



Page 4 of 8 

ordinance sunsets when the Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion Project is 
complete. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
1. New Websites. Rob Karlinsey announced that the city’s new website is up and 
running with the Marketing site to follow soon. He said that a presentation on the sites 
would be given at a later date. 

 
2. Application to Amend Commercial Gross Floor Limitations in C-1 Zone. Jennifer 
Kester presented the background information for a zoning code text amendment to 
allow commercial structures of up to 165,000 square feet of commercial gross floor area 
in the C-1 zone provided a Conditional Use Permit is granted. She explained that the 
Planning and Building Committee reviewed the request and recommends an expedited 
review process at Council’s discretion. The review would begin at the Planning 
Commission’s second meeting in May, with a public hearing in June and final 
recommendation to Council before the Planning Commission begins work on the 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments and Shoreline Master Plan updates. She asked for 
Council direction on whether this should be reviewed by the Planning Commission and 
whether the expedited schedule is appropriate. 

 
Tom Dolan said that applicant has agreed to fund additional noticing to get the word out 
to the public.  
 
Councilmember Young voiced concern for an expedited review process for building 
sizes in Gig Harbor. He said that the city has spent a great deal of time on this issue 
beginning with the C-1 and B-2 zones on the Westside. He said it’s been less than four 
years since the 65,000 square foot limit was reaffirmed. This took two years of citizen 
input and Council deliberation. He said that the city is behind on several things needing 
attention and this massive change shouldn’t be wedged in to the Planning 
Commission’s schedule.   
 
Randy Boss – (no address given).  Mr. Boss said that the Olympic Towne Center 
project has been “shovel ready” for two years, but due to the economy retail tenants are 
not willing to expand at this time. The plan has been to hold off until things turn around, 
but sitting on a 12 million dollar investment doesn’t make sense. He explained that at 
one point the project included three large tenants; 50,000, 60,000 and 50,000 square 
feet buildings separated by the 20 foot requirement which together equals 160,000 
square feet. He passed out photos of a 140,000 square foot Fred Meyer prototype, 
explaining that they are interested in locating at the Olympic Towne Center site. He 
described how the Fred Meyer could be constructed a 400 foot frontage as opposed to 
its current location that has over 800 feet of unbroken storefronts; QFC is over 900 
square feet. He said that they would like to see the arbitrary 20’ gap between buildings 
in the C-1 zone go away.  Mr. Boss said that he remembers the contention surrounding 
the Wal-Mart proposal, and has talked to Fred Meyer about reducing their project size to 
140,000 -150,000 square foot building with a garden section attached to the end. This 
would result in 30 million in construction costs, 200 full-time jobs, and the on-going retail 
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sales tax. He said as soon as they get an anchor tenant they are ready to go, adding 
that their “fall-back” was to build two national restaurants and a couple of retail building, 
but the restaurants won’t come until they know the anchor tenant. Another concern is 
blight at the undeveloped site; they don’t want to do anything objectionable. He said 
they would like full-scale public exposure of the proposed Fred Meyer at both the 
Planning Commission and City Council level. He mentioned that Fred Meyer is the kind 
of store that real people can shop and will be a great addition to the community. He 
asked Council to allow them the opportunity for the public to comment and then decide 
whether it comes back to Council for final approval. 
 
Councilmember Franich asked the height of the project and if there is a request to 
increase the height in the C-1 zone. Mr. Boss said this project is about 25 feet high and 
yes, in January 2007, they submitted a text amendment to increase the height limitation 
in the C-1 zone. This was specific to a hotel that was interested in the Olympic Towne 
Center project. He said he thought this text amendment had died because the hotel 
project went away, but found out recently it is being heard in a couple of months. He 
stressed that they now have neither the need nor the desire for the 45 height limitation 
and would be happy to withdraw the text amendment. He said their desire isn’t to 
increase the mass, but to keep the mass within scale of the community; illustrated by 
the photos. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg said that photos of a specific tenant and references to other 
shopping centers’ frontage aren’t appropriate; stressing that zoning should not be based 
upon a specific tenant. He said that the Planning Commission and public need 
adequate time to comment on this issue and it will take time to gather the necessary 
information; even with the additional public noticing this could go beyond the two 
meetings. 
 
Tom Dolan responded that after the first of June the Planning Commission begins 
review on the Comprehensive Plan Amendments and if this goes over the two 
meetings, the proposal would have to be put on hiatus until February 2010. The other 
option would be for Council to take over the public process. 
 
Councilmember Young said that the reason for the 65,000 square foot limit is because 
Gig Harbor didn’t want more strip malls and desires a more urban village feel.  He said 
he would be happy to forward this to the Planning Commission if there weren’t so many 
other important things going on.  
 
Mr. Boss mentioned that the project would also require a Conditional Use Permit. He 
then said that there is a small window of opportunity with the Planning Commission; if 
there is an outpouring of public objection at the public meetings Council could reject the 
text amendment. He said that the community is excited about having a full-service Fred 
Meyer in Gig Harbor and he would like them to have an opportunity to weigh in. He 
again said they would be willing to pay for advertising and the time with the Planning 
Commission and get this before the community. 
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Councilmember Conan said that the Planning and Building Committee had the same 
concerns with this moving too quickly. He mentioned the process to adopt the 65,000 
square foot limit that began seven years ago, and said that he thinks the public 
sentiment is going to be about the same. He suggested allowing the public hearing now 
rather than dragging it out for another year; saying that the sentiment will be clear. 
 
Councilmember Franich voiced concern that there’s less than one month to get the 
message out and get people motivated to show up.  
 
Councilmember Young pointed out that the last time the building size issue went 
through the Planning Commission process, people didn’t notice until it came before 
Council and then the Council Chamber was full.  Councilmember Conan disagreed, 
saying that that the Planning Commission meetings were also full. 
 
Mr. Boss said he envisions a front page story in the Gateway announcing that a new 
Fred Meyer is proposed for Gig Harbor. He said that the litmus test will be at the first 
public hearing. He again mentioned the comments from people that “Uptown Shopping  
Center is great, but I don’t shop there…I drive to the Fred Meyer in Port Orchard.” He 
said this project would keep the construction sales tax, jobs and retail sales here in the 
community. He again asked Council to allow the public the opportunity to weigh in. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik said that the Planning and Building Committee didn’t feel that it 
should stop with them and should have the full Council input. He said that he agreed 
with Councilmember Conan that there isn’t anything to lose by having the Planning 
Commission review this in the time allowed.  He said they may not be able to make a 
decision, and in that case it can be pushed to next year.  
 
Councilmember Franich agreed that it’s worth a hearing, but a “just” hearing with time to 
consider this huge issue. An expedited timeline isn’t a good idea.  
 
Councilmember Young said this is a fundament shift in the plan for the community who 
wanted development with a sense of place without more strip malls.  He said this issue 
is going to take serious dialogue and should be moved to the end of the Planning 
Commission’s work list. He said if the Commission has openings in their calendar there 
are plenty of things that need to be done. He gave warning for what could happen if this 
ends up with Council during the busy summer months when they are wrestling with 
massive budget issues. 
 
Tom Dolan said he would need a motion if Council wanted to amend the Planning 
Commission work program to have them review this text amendment.  No motion came 
forward. 
 
3. Water Rights.  Senior Engineer Jeff Langhelm said the city’s Water Rights 
Attorney Tom Mortimer was going to talk about water service areas. He explained that 
there have been multiple requests the past few years to have the city assume water 
service areas from other purveyors. The reason is the city has a robust water service 
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and when developers need water and the other purveyor cannot provide, they turn to 
the city.  
 
Tom Mortimer- 1325 4th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101.  Mr. Mortimer explained he would 
address the many issues and challenges associated with a jurisdiction being asked to 
assume a water service area. He gave an overview of procedural, policy and 
operational issues. 
 
Mr. Mortimer responded to questions about the cost of assuming another water service 
and the terms of his contract. He said that he had looked specifically at the Stroh Water 
System because they have approached the city to assume part of their service area. 
 
The discussion continued by Mr. Mortimer explaining that in addition to the operational 
issues such as the water deficit, the city must be judicious in how to proceed and be 
mindful of threats surrounding to a cloud over the legal validity of the unused quantities 
of municipal water rights. He said that some jurisdictions are proceeding to make 
beneficial use of their unused water while waiting for a Washington State Supreme 
Court decision that could come in summer 2010. He discussed the risk of moving ahead 
with acceptance of another service area. 
 
Mr. Mortimer was asked about the Stroh’s Water System.  He said that he had a fair 
amount of information and described the proposal for the city to assume a portion of the 
Stroh System because they have inadequate fire flow to accommodate a proposed 
commercial project in their service area. He said he would return at the May 11th 
meeting for an Executive Session discussion. 
 
Jeff Langhelm said that the request to assume the water service area had not been 
presented to the Operations Committee yet. He said that it is one of the upcoming 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments. 
 
4. Nuisance Ordinance.  Rob Karlinsey handed out the draft nuisance ordinance 
incorporating changes as a result of the Planning / Building Committee meeting. He said 
that he also included a copy of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous 
Buildings referenced in the ordinance.  This will be on the agenda for the May 11th 
Council meeting.  
 
Councilmember Malich asked if the ordinance addresses historical structures. Mr. 
Karlinsey said that it does not. It would behoove the owner of an historical structure to 
keep it repaired. 
 
Councilmember Franich said that he appreciates that the ordinance had been 
streamlined stating that these types of things should be strictly about public health and 
safety. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Mayor Hunter commented that the Legislature treated Gig Harbor well. He then 
announced that the Volunteer Appreciation Ceremony preceding tonight’s Council 
Meeting was well attended. He announced that the recipient of the annual Volunteer of 
the Year Award went to Marilyn Recknagle and the Carol Gorman Memorial Volunteer 
of the Year Award for Outstanding Overall Service to Gig Harbor was posthumously 
awarded to Theresa Malich.   
 
Councilmember Franich said that he saw Mayor Hunter pulling Scotchbroom at Eddon 
Boat Park during the Parks Appreciation Day. Mayor Hunter responded that he also 
attended the Arbor Day Celebration this Saturday. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Shoreline Master Program Update Stakeholder Committee: Wed. Apr. 29th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Planning / Building Committee: Mon. May 4th at 5:15 p.m. 
3. Council / Design Review Board Joint Worksession: Mon. May 4th at 6:00 p.m. 
4. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee: Mon. May 11th at 4:30 p.m. 
5. City Council Meeting May 11th - 5:30 p.m. (note early start time). 
6. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Wednesday, May 20th, at 9:00 a.m. 
7. KLM Veteran’s Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: Wed. May 20th at 5:30 p.m. 
8. Operations Committee: Thu. May 21st at 3:00 p.m. 
9. Boards and Commission Candidate Review: Tues. May 26th at 4:30 p.m. 
10. City Council Meeting Tues. May 26th at 6:00 p.m. DUE TO MEMORIAL DAY. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSIONS: 
1. Height Restriction Area. 
2. 2009 Budget Update. 

 
 
 MOTION: Move to adjourn to two workstudy sessions at 6:38 p.m. 
  Franich / Conan – unanimously approved. 
         CD recorder utilized: 
         Tracks 1001 – 1034 
        
               
_________________________ _  ____________________________  
Charles L. Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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OUTLINE MINUTES 
City Council 2009 Workplan Workstudy Session 

 
Date: _April 20, 2009_Time:  _5:30 PM_   Location:  Comm Rm A&B       Scribe:  _Molly Towslee 
 
Members Present:   
 Mayor: Chuck Hunter  
 City Council: Steve Ekberg, Derek Young, Jim Franich, Paul Conan, Ken Malich, Tim Payne and Paul Kadzik. 
 
Staff Present:   

City Staff: Rob Karlinsey, Mike Davis, David Stubchaer, Steven Misiurak, Marco Malich, Tom Dolan, Jenn Kester, 
Kristin Moerler, Peter Katich, Dick Bower, Laureen Lund, and Molly Towslee.  

 
Call to Order at 5:39 p.m.  
  
 
Mayor Hunter introduced the session and announced that there is quite a bit of information to get through in three hours.  
He said that most items are self-explanatory, and Staff is hoping to come away with direction from Council on how to 
proceed.  
 
Rob Karlinsey, City Administrator, explained that the distributed list of topics shows which staff person and Council 
Committee are assigned, when it is scheduled for completion, and notes on the project. He said that there are several 
topics needing further discussion and if Council has others, to please let him know. 
 
The group worked through the list of topics by department.  
 
The attached worksheet lists the topics presented for discussion. Any amendments resulting from the discussion are 
noted in red. 
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
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OUTLINE MINUTES 
City Council Worksessions  

 
Date: _April 27, 2009_Time:  _7:50 PM_   Location:  Comm Rm A&B       Scribe:  _Molly Towslee 
 
Members Present:   
 Mayor: Chuck Hunter   
 City Council: Steve Ekberg, Derek Young, Jim Franich, Paul Conan, Ken Malich, and Paul Kadzik. 
 
Staff Present:   Rob Karlinsey, David Stubchaer, Tom Dolan, and Molly Towslee.  
 
Call to Order at 7:50 p.m.  
  
 

1) Height Restriction Ordinance.  Tom Dolan, Planning Director, presented the background information for this 
ordinance which is a result of a private application submitted by Carl Halsan on behalf of Pioneer & Stinson, LLC to 
change the criteria for how properties could be removed from the height restriction area.  Mr. Dolan further explained that 
Mr. Halsan has recently submitted a private application under the existing criteria to remove their property from the height 
restriction area.  The hearing on the recently submitted application is scheduled for June 4th before the Hearing Examiner 
and any appeal of her decision would come before City Council. If the revised ordinance follows the normal procedure of 
two readings, it would not be in effect before the June 4th date hearing date. 
 
Council asked the necessity of the ordinance if the applicant’s project would already have been considered under the 
current code. Mr. Dolan responded that the application has gone through the Planning Commission process resulting in 
this draft ordinance as their recommendation to Council.   Mr. Dolan also said it’s a legislative matter and Council could 
decide that the code amendment is inappropriate. He added that the applicant would like a decision on withdrawal of 
their property from the Height Restriction Area before the Planning Commission considers their request for a Comp Plan 
Amendment so that the allowed structure height is clear to all. 
 
After discussing several concerns and the intended outcome for amending the code, staff was directed to amend the 
ordinance to “beef up” the intent section to reflect that it is important to 1) protect views (both from the site and from 
adjacent properties); 2) preserve the historic height of structures within the Height Restriction Area; and 3) maintain the 
bulk and scale of buildings in the Height Restriction Area. 

 
This worksession ended at 8:40 p.m. and the next worksession began.                       Tracks 1002 – 1011. 
 
Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich and Malich left the meeting, as they had been presented with the information at 
a previous Finance Committee meeting.  David Rodenbach, Finance Director, joined the meeting. 
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2) 2009 Budget Update.  Rob Karlinsey used projected spreadsheets on a screen to share information on the first 

quarter of the 2009 Budget and how it compared with the projected numbers and the same figures from 2007 and 2008. 
He said that the information is approximately one month old and that David Rodenbach and staff will have further updates 
at the end of April.  
 
Mr. Karlinsey presented a plan to balance the General Fund Budget in light of the lower-than-forecast revenue trends in 
the first quarter of 2009.  The plan included additional cuts in department budgets, including cuts in travel/training, 
overtime, supplies, equipment, professional services, as well as salary savings from vacant positions.  The plan also 
includes reducing the General Fund Transfer to the Park Development Fund for the following reasons: 

1.  Lower-than-expected bids on the Eddon Boat Building Remodel; 
2. Fund the KLM Veteran’s Park Restroom and Shelter from the 2008 Bond Issue; and 
3. Cut benches at the Skatepark. 

 
Mr. Karlinsey said that staff are still evaluating the Street Operating Fund and will most likely be recommending cuts to be 
discussed with Council in the near future. 
 
Mr. Karlinsey then explained that everyone has worked to cut expenditures, which is reflected in the numbers, especially 
in overtime costs. He said that at the request and direction of the City Council, we are looking at ways to generate 
revenue as well. 
 
The worksession ended at 9:17 p.m.         Track 1012 
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CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
COMMITTEE OUTLINE MINUTES 

 
City of Gig Harbor Finance and Safety Committee 

(Council Committee Ekberg, Malich, and Young) 
 

Date: April 20, 2009                    Time:  4:00 p.m.                 Location Executive Conf Room                Scribe: Jaci Auclair 
 
Commission Members and Staff Present: Ken Malich, Derek Young, Steve Ekberg, Rob Karlinsey, Dave Rodenbach, and Jaci 
Auclair. 
 
Absent:  
 
Others Present: _________________________________________________  
 

Topic / Agenda Item Main Points Discussed Recommendation/Action 
Follow-up (if needed) 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 

  

NEW BUSINESS   
 
1.  Parks Use Insurance Requirement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey 
discussed the need to increase liability 
insurance requirements under the special 
events ordinance to $1 million in coverage 
for private users of city park facilities.  
Committee members agreed that while 
this requirement may discourage or be 
prohibitive for some users, the increased 
liability coverage is necessary to protect 
the city’s interests. 
 

 
Present ordinance to city council. 

 
2.  Civic Center Loan Payback Report 
 

 
Finance Director David Rodenbach 
presented an accounting of funding 

 
None at this time. 
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          Topic / Agenda Item                                      Main Points Discussed                                  Recommendation/Action  
     Follow-up (if needed) 

Next Meeting:  June 16, 2008 at 4:00 p.m.                                                             

 
 
 
 
 

sources and uses for the Eddon Boat 
Environmental Cleanup, including the 
amount due ($1,073,901) on the Civic 
Center Debt Reserve loan.  Repayment of 
this loan is currently short by $97,403.  Mr. 
Karlinsey commented that he originally 
thought this payment might be differed 
until 2010, however, the financial outlook 
for 2010 does not seem any more 
promising. 
 
Mr. Rodenbach suggested that council 
may decide to make repayment from a 
currently funded parks project.  Committee 
members also considered the possible 
scenario of having a structured payback, 
i.e. over a three-year period. 
 

 
3.  1st Quarter Expense/Revenue Report /  
     Year End Projections 
 
              
 
 
 

 
Mr. Karlinsey presented a report on the 
current general fund shortfall.  First, each 
revenue fund was discussed in detail, 
noting that the stall in construction is the 
main contributor to the shortage.  
Secondly, Mr. Karlinsey discussed 
expenses, noting that savings have been 
recognized through a reduction in 
overtime, travel/training, and supplies; 
however, additional cuts by each 
department were necessary to cover the 
shortfall, which resulted in over $450,000 
in savings.   
 
Following some discussion by committee 
members of other possible cost-saving 

 
Councilmember Ekberg appreciated the 
proactive approach of reviewing the 
current status as early as the first quarter, 
and requested monthly updates from 
management. 
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Next Meeting:  June 16, 2008 at 4:00 p.m.                                                             

measures, Mr. Karlinsey indicated that this 
presentation will be given to the full council 
within the next few weeks.  A policy 
decision by council will be needed in the 
event these trends continue. 
  

 
4. Flexible Spending Accounts 
 

 
Mr. Karlinsey presented a comparison of 
Flexible Spending Account providers for 
the committee’s review and noted that 
Flex-Plan Services is his recommendation 
at this time.   
 

 
None at this time. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
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                        Charles L. Hunter, Mayor                                                                            Date             

PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 
  OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 
WHEREAS, the family is the cornerstone of our communities, state and nation and children are the future 
of society; and 
 
WHEREAS, the care, protection and nurturing of children has traditionally been the responsibility of 
biological parents with support from the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins and siblings are stepping forward in ever-increasing 
numbers to assume full responsibility for children whose parents are unable or unwilling to appropriately 
parent; and 
 
WHEREAS, these kin face day-to-day living challenges as well as emotional, financial and legal obstacles, 
often alone and without support; and 
 
WHEREAS, their commitment to these children is to provide a healthy, safe and happy childhood; and 
 
WHEREAS, the significance of the care and nurturing of these children by their kin deserves to be 
recognized;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charles L. Hunter, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, do proclaim May 20, 2009, as  
 

KINSHIP CAREGIVER DAY 
 
and invite all citizens of Gig Harbor to join me in the special observance being celebrated across our 
Country.   
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