
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

September 14, 2009 
 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, September 14, 2009 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER:   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meetings: a) Aug. 10, 2009; b) Special 
Meeting Aug. 17, 2009; c) Special Meeting Aug. 26, 2009. 

2. Receive and File: a) Minutes of Operations & Public Projects Committee Aug. 20, 
2009; b) 2010 Budget Cuts Memorandum. 

3. Correspondence / Proclamations: Constitution Week. 
4. Liquor Licenses:  a) Application – Blazing Onion; b) Renewals: Moctezumas 

Restaurant; Forza Coffee Company; Fred Meyer Store; Harvester Restaurant; 
QFC #864 and #886. c) Added Privilege – Spiros; d) Special Occasion- 
Homestead Group. 

5. Resolution – Commute Trip Reduction.  
6. Acceptance of COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) grant. 
7. Water Rights Assistance – Contract Amendment for Attorney Services.  
8. Boys & Girls Club Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Facilities Easement and 

Maintenance Agreement. 
9. WWTP Site / Peninsula Light Easement Agreement.  
10. Gig Harbor Tennis Club Stormwater Facilities Maintenance Agreement and 

Restrictive Covenant. 
11. Resolution – Support for the National Maritime Heritage Area. 
12. Harbor History Museum Conservation Easement Phase II Environmental Site 

Assessment. 
13. Shorecrest Sewer System – Pierce County Supplemental Franchise Agreement.  
14. Approval of Payment of Bills for August 24, 2009: Checks #61622 through 

#61731 in the amount of $515,009.81. 
15. Approval of Payment of Bills for September 14, 2009: Checks #61732 through 

#61872 in the amount of $1,582,062.16. 
16. Approval of Payroll for the month of August: Checks #5514 through #5536 in the 

amount of $343,160.81. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  

1. Wastewater Treatment Plant Outstanding Performance Award, presented by the 
Department of Ecology. 

2. Healthy Communities of Pierce County - Dr. Jane Moore. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Parking Requirements Clarification and 
Housekeeping Amendment (ZONE 09-0004) 



2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Flood Hazard Construction Standards. 
3. Second Reading of Ordinance – Residential Building Height Calculations in the 

Historic District. 
4. Second Reading of Ordinance – Civic Center Hours of Operation. 
5. Second Reading of Ordinance – Inattention to Driving Penalty. 
6. Second Reading of Ordinance – Sexual Assault. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Updating the Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment Process. 

2. Resolution – Setting Civic Center Hours of Operation. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
Upcoming Council Retreat – Rob Karlinsey, City Administrator. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Operations Committee: Thu. Sep 17th at 3:00 p.m. 
2. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon. Sep 21st at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Budget Retreat – Fri. Sep 25th  8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
4. GH North Traffic Options Committee: Wed. Sep 23rd at 9:00 a.m. 
5. Boards and Commission Candidate Review: Mon. Sep 28th CANCELLED 
6. Eddon Boatyard Ribbon Cutting – Sept. 30th 4-6 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 
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MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – AUGUST 10, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Payne, 
Kadzik and Mayor Hunter.   
 
CALL TO ORDER:  5:32 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Jul. 27, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Skansie Maritime Pier Feasibility Study; b) Operations & 

Public Projects Committee Meeting Minutes, June 16, 2009; c) Lodging Tax 
Advisory Board Minutes Apr 9, 2009; d) Quarterly Finance Report. 

3. Resolution – Surplus Property. 
4. 2009 Mandatory Furlough Policy. 
5. 2009 Pavement Markings – WSDOT Interlocal Maintenance Agreement.  
6. Liquor License Renewals: Cigar & Wine; Gig Harbor Yacht Club; and Galaxy 

Uptown. 
7. Acceptance of Shoreline Management Act Grant from State of Washington 

Department of Ecology for Comprehensive Shoreline Master Program Update. 
8. Shoreline Master Program Update Consultant Services Contract-First Amendment. 
9. Boys and Girls Club Sewer and Stormwater Maintenance Agreement. 
10. Approval of Payment of Bills for July 27, 2009: Checks #61429 through #61537 in 

the amount of $556,565.60. 
11. Approval of Payment of Bills for August 10, 2009: Checks #61538 through #61621 

in the amount of $1,056,635.77. 
12. Approval of Payroll for the month of July: Checks #5483 through #5513 in the 

amount of $522,650. 
 
Councilmember Malich asked that Consent Agenda Item No. 4 be removed for further 
discussion. 

 
 MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as amended. 
  Young / Franich - unanimously approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS:  
 

1. Tourism Promotion Area – Pierce County Lodging Association.  Ms. Aimee Tylor, 
President of the Pierce County Lodging Association, described the Tourism Promotion 
Area concept and asked for the city’s support to enter into an Interlocal agreement with 
the Pierce County Lodging Association.  
 
Councilmembers asked Ms. Tylor several questions about the program. Staff 
acknowledged that the Interlocal will come back on a future Council Agenda for further 
review. 
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2. National Maritime Heritage Area.  Dr. Allyson Brooks, State Historic Preservation 

Officer / Director of Archeology and Historic Preservation, presented the background 
information on a potential National Maritime Heritage Area that will enhance tourism, 
benefit community groups, and help celebrate the working waterfronts through 
interpretation of the maritime history utilizing a common theme.   
 
After the presentation of information, Dr. Brooks addressed several questions. Council 
agreed to a resolution of support the program to be included in the Feasibility Study. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Benson Street & Prentice Avenue / Street 
Vacation (Bacchus).  Public Works Director David Stubchaer presented this ordinance 
to vacate a portion of Prentice and Benson Street under the non-user statute. He said 
that the rights-of-way were never part of the city’s system, and the city would retain the 
recorded easements for the 8” sewer along Prentice and the abandoned 4” water line 
running along Benson Street. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1166 vacating a portion of Benson 

Street and Prentice Avenue. 
   Kadzik / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 

2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Land Use Permit Extension. Planning Director 
Tom Dolan presented the background for this ordinance to address projects with 
approved land use permits that aren’t able to begin construction due to the current 
economic downtown. He said that current permit holders will be notified of the option to 
extend. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1167  
   Payne / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
 

3. Second Reading of Ordinance – New Code for Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination (IDDE).  Senior Engineer Jeff Langhelm presented the background 
information on two ordinances adopting a new stormwater manual in order to meet 
requirements of the city’s NPDES permit.  Mr. Langhelm addressed Council questions.  

 
Councilmember Young clarified that the city has no control over these requirements; 
they are a result of the NPDES federal permit.  Mr. Langhelm agreed, adding that the 
language is taken directly from the permit.  
 
Councilmember Franich agreed that everyone wants clean water, but voiced concern 
with a 400 page document that is burdensome and overbearing. 

 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1168. 
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  Ekberg / Kadzik – five voted in favor. Councilmembers Franich 
and Malich voted no. 

 
4. Second Reading of Ordinance – Code Revisions and New Code Relating to 

Stormwater, Grading, and Civil Permits. Jeff Langhelm then presented the information 
on this code revision adopting the new Stormwater Manual; a requirement of the city’s 
NPDES Permit. He explained that a recent modification to the city’s permit has allowed 
the effective date to begin January 1st. 

 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1169 to go into effect January 1, 

2010. 
   Young / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 

 
5. Second Reading of Ordinance – Development Agreement Processing 

Amendment. Senior Planner Jennifer Kester explained that this current version tries to 
incorporate the comments from the public and from Council. She explained that the 
ordinance was designed to guarantee that a development agreement cannot circumvent 
development regulations in sensitive areas. In addition, it will provide a more 
appropriate and efficient process and flexibility for the Planned Unit Development Zones 
which supports the goal of the Comprehensive Plan.  She noted that such flexibility will 
increase review time and land use fees for development agreements should be adjusted 
accordingly. If Council doesn’t want this flexibility, she said that staff can suggest which 
sections of the ordinance should be removed. Ms. Kester then proceeded to go over the 
changes in the ordinance since the last reading.  

 
John Chadwell – Olympic Property Group, 19245 10th Ave. NE, Poulsbo.   Mr. Chadwell 
thanked Council and Staff for trying to find a balance between concerns and benefits. 
He urged Council support for this ordinance. 
 
John Skansie – 3211 Eastbay Drive.  Mr. Skansie said generally speaking, the city has 
an amendment process in place to make changes to zoning, density issues, and 
etcetera.  Any additional policy to the current amendment process opens up the door to 
special interest and leaves all policy subject to the whims of developers and whoever 
else. He said he fails to understand why Council is considering circumventing and 
undermining its own policies and the existing amendment process. He said to remain 
above board and ethical, City Council can’t go in this direction. 
 
Councilmember Franich asked for clarification on what changed Staff’s mind about 
moving forward with the ordinance. 
 
Ms. Kester responded that staff’s job is to present ordinances for Councilmembers to 
consider; this is an attempt at a reasonable approach after hearing comments from 
Council and the public on a desire for flexibility. She agreed this is a departure from past 
practice and there may be unintended consequences, but the Gig Harbor North area is 
where the citizens expect growth in a more innovative approach. Limiting this to the Gig 
Harbor North area will also provide an opportunity to determine if the process can work. 
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She stressed that staff still has concerns but is offering this ordinance for Council 
review. 
 
Councilmember Franich stressed that no other part of the city has the current flexibility 
of Gig Harbor North; this is circumventing the process already in place and takes away 
predictability for neighboring properties. 
 
Councilmember Young said that it isn’t a matter of staff changing its mind but a 
response to Council comments at the last meeting. He then addressed Mr. Skansie’s 
comments by saying there is always a threat of undue influence; the question is whether 
or not this is subverting the process.   He agreed this ordinance isn’t appropriate for 
every area of the city; the development agreement is another tool to get a better overall 
project in an area such as Gig Harbor North.  He said that this was the concept behind 
the Planned Community Development in the first place; a way to obtain additional 
benefits such as parks or open space.  He said it’s a good balance to restrict this to the 
Gig Harbor North area because there are no other big blocks of property that will take 
years to develop. He then said he is willing to reduce the number of years in some 
areas if Gig Harbor North is allowed more because those projects will take longer. 
 
Councilmember Malich asked how costly it will be to implement this ordinance. Ms. 
Kester responded that it will take more staff time, especially a development agreement 
that deals with deviation from development standards.  At this time we get cost recovery 
and any attorney fees for development agreements and so we would need to look at 
increasing the fees to be more consistent with text amendment applications. As an 
example, she said it could take up to 40 hours of Planning Staff time for the first review 
on top of any applications submitted. 
 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey added that even if the fees are increased to the level 
of a text amendment it will still be far from cost recovery. He said the theory of an 
agreement is that both sides benefit, and so if the city stands to add parks or some 
other benefit then perhaps there shouldn’t be a full cost recovery fee, but perhaps 50% 
would be appropriate. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked if it would be feasible to come up with a cost structure that 
takes into consideration the excess staff time but also recognizes that Council wouldn’t 
allow a change without a significant public benefit.  Rob Karlinsey responded it could be 
part of the fee resolution. 
 
City Attorney Angela Belbeck responded to questions about making fees part of the 
development agreement by saying that it would be more appropriate to have them 
included in the fee resolution to provide certainty.  
 
Jennifer Kester said that the fee resolution is currently in process for the yearly update, 
but it could be brought back sooner to address current inadequacies. Tom Dolan added 
that fees for development agreements would have to be increased significantly; with the 
numbers being discussed by staff the development agreement fee will be approaching 
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50%. They would be delighted to prepare a fee resolution for Council review early this 
fall.    
 
Councilmember Malich voiced concern that there would be an opportunity for someone 
to apply for a development agreement before the updated resolution is adopted.  Ms. 
Kester proposed the option of adopting the ordinance with a delayed effective date. 
 
Councilmember Franich said that in the staff report, it says that by allowing flexibility it 
will increase staff review time and warrant an increase in land use fees. He asked if this 
was specific to raising fees for development agreements or all land use fees. Ms. Kester 
responded it was specific to review of development agreements.  Councilmember 
Franich then addressed the section on process saying that initially staff didn’t 
recommend approval because it could be used to circumvent the project review process 
and reduce the predictability of development. He asked if staff had changed their mind 
on this. 
 
Rob Karlinsey responded to this question by saying that staff’s position hasn’t changed 
when it comes to applying this policy city-wide. He applauded his co-workers for being 
creative in coming up with an approach in which we can be flexible in an area called out 
in the Comprehensive Plan. He said that staff has been creative based on a comment 
made at the last meeting that this can be applied geographically. He stressed that staff’s 
main goal is to implement what Council wants; they do not have a strong position.  
 
Councilmember Franich said that flexible provisions were written into the development 
standards for Gig Harbor North; this just allows even more. He said that no Council 
should have the power to circumvent the zoning code; that is a disservice to all the time 
and effort put into adopting the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik stressed that these arguments should be made to convince 
Council but not to berate staff. He said that the agenda bill states that staff is 
recommending “that if Council desires flexibility,” which isn’t a ringing endorsement of 
anything.  Staff’s last recommendation wasn’t accepted and so they are saying if 
Council wishes to go down another path here is our best recommendation.  He made 
the following motion: 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1170. 
    Kadzik / Conan – 
 
Councilmember Ekberg said that this has been a good process for Council. He said he 
is very concerned about public input and initially had the perception that allowing these 
development agreements would result in back room deals that the public wouldn’t be 
aware of.  This ordinance has convinced him that it does protect the public input 
process with two public hearings and a majority vote for approval.  He said he is 
confident that what staff has written into the ordinance provides adequate protection for 
the citizens and puts the decision-making process on the Council. He said that by 
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limiting this to the PCD area we can see if it allows a better development; if it doesn’t 
work it can be corrected. There are enough safeguards built in to give it a try. 
 
Councilmember Young mentioned the delayed effective date. After discussion a 
December 1, 2009 effective date was deemed appropriate. Councilmember Malich said 
that he could support the ordinance knowing there would be time for the fee schedule to 
be updated, adding that perhaps this will work and it can be repealed if it doesn’t. 
 
 MOTION: Move to amend the Ordinance No. 1170 to have an effective date 

of December 1, 2009. 
  Young / Malich – unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik said that this is an opportunity to do a development agreement 
in an area that it would be appropriate with a good combination of safeguards. He said 
he feels confident, at least on a trial basis, that it’s going to work. 
 
Councilmember Franich stressed that this is the most ridiculous ordinance that we’ve 
ever considered and as Mr. Skansie pointed out, this is the very thing that leads to bad 
politicians. 
 
MAIN MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1170 amended to have an effective 

date of December 1, 2009. 
  Kadzik / Conan – six voted in favor. Councilmember Franich voted 

no. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 

1. 2009 Mandatory Furlough Policy (from Consent Agenda). Councilmember Malich 
explained that he is not in favor of layoffs to address the budget shortfall. He suggested 
Council discuss furloughing once a week in 2009 and not closing the week after 
Christmas to preserve jobs.  He said he had no solid numbers at this point but the more 
money we save in 2009 will give us room in 2010. 
 
Councilmember Young pointed out that one day a week would result in a 20% reduction 
in employee salaries, which is significant.  Councilmember Malich said that he 
recognizes it would hurt which he doesn’t want to do, but it would be better than laying 
off people. 
 
Rob Karlinsey responded that including the week after Christmas, the proposed 
furlough equates to one day off every other week; a 10% pay cut for employees for the 
remainder of the year. The savings to the city by doubling that would result in $232,000. 
He said that we are not trying to balance 2009; the purpose of the furloughs is to get 
ahead of the 2010 deficit by increasing the ending fund balance. 
 
Councilmember Payne voiced concern that a higher level of furlough would result in 
losing staff and reducing the service level to the city and so he would oppose additional 
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furloughs.  
 
Councilmember Malich agreed that a 20% cut is brutal, but said it is also brutal to lay off 
8-10 employees.  Councilmembers responded that you might save one position by 
doubling the furloughs.  Councilmember Malich said this conversation needed to occur 
and he realizes we have to face the reality that 2010 is going to be a horrible year for 
the budget; if we can preserve a few jobs, he would like to find creative ways to do so, 
even if it means increasing taxes to keep people employed. 
 
Councilmember Young said he is worried that even this is too much. He said he can 
justify part of this furlough because contractually we were committed to a 5% COLA last 
year that didn’t reflect reality; but much more than the 10% cut and the employees will 
leave. He agreed that cutting employees is painful but if you don’t have the workload 
you have to pull back. There was a valiant effort last year to keep as many employees 
as possible in case the recession was temporary, but we have to accept that we are in a 
different place and we have to adjust; there will be much less growth. 
 
Councilmember Payne shared that he spends a great deal of his time with larger cities, 
and our staff is one of the finest he’s ever seen, but he agrees that this is a structural 
issue and as much as he admires and respects the staff, his responsibility is to the 
citizens and taxpayers of the city. The Council has to make decisions based upon that 
and to balance the best we can any staff cuts in 2010.  He asked how the 10% number 
of furlough days had been decided. 
 
Rob Karlinsey responded that there was discussion on what staff could tolerate and 
logical dates; the days chosen were a combination of both.  
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt the Resolution approving policies regarding 

mandatory employee furloughs for 2009.  
  Franich / Ekberg – six voted in favor. Councilmember Malich voted 

no. 
 
Mayor Hunter asked for an amendment to the agenda to allow items number 5 and 6 of 
New Business to be considered next. 

 
2. First Reading of Ordinance – Inattention to Driving Penalty. Court Administrator 

Paul Nelson explained that this ordinance is to increase the penalty for inattentive 
driving from $100 to $250.  He gave examples of what constitutes inattentive driving; 
saying that it usually results in an accident or endangering others and does not appear 
on the driver’s record.  This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 
 

3. First Reading of Ordinance – Sexual Assault. Paul Nelson then explained that 
this ordinance would adopt an existing RCW allowing the Police Department and the 
Prosecutor to differentiate the motivation behind an assault. The Judge can then take 
the appropriate steps to protect the victim. This will return for a second reading at the 
next meeting. 
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4. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Flood Hazard Construction 

Standards.   Planning Director Tom Dolan introduced this ordinance that would include 
locally adopted historic structures to the list of exemptions from the requirements for 
Flood Hazard Construction Standards.   
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 7:45 p.m. No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed.  This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 
 

5. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Residential Building Height 
Calculations in the Historic District.  Senior Planner Jennifer Kester presented the 
background for this ordinance that amends the down-hill building height calculation to 
add residential structures in the Historic District so they cannot exceed 27 feet above 
natural and finished grade. This will ensure that the scale of buildings in the view basin 
remain the same no matter the use.   
 
Councilmember Franich commented that a definition of “dormer” needs to be 
established, referring to the interpretation allowed on the house next to Eddon Boatyard 
Park. Ms. Kester responded that that is one of the many housekeeping items that they 
are working on. 
 
Ms. Kester answered questions on the definition of natural grade, finished grade and 
topography.  
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 7:57p.m. No one came forward to speak and 
the hearing closed.  This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 
 

6. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Parking Requirements 
Clarification and Housekeeping Amendment (ZONE 09-0004).  Jennifer Kester then 
presented this amendment intended to reduce staff interpretations and to ensure that 
previous amendments are fully implemented. The ordinance will also resolve conflict 
between the zoning code and the new Stormwater Manual just adopted. She 
summarized the proposed changes and addressed Council questions and concerns.  
 
There was discussion on the possible effect of porous paving on an increase in building 
size.  Tom Dolan offered to come back at the next reading with a scenario of how this 
might play out with a large commercial structure. 
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 8:15 p.m.  No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed.  This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 
 

7. First Reading of Ordinance –Civic Center Hours of Operation. City Clerk Molly 
Towslee explained that this ordinance was necessary to reflect the change in hours of 
operation due to the 2009 mandatory furloughs.  This will return for a second reading at 
the next meeting. 
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STAFF REPORT:  
 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey briefly reported on two items: 1) The city received the 
Federal Police Grant which could potentially prevent the elimination of a police officer 
position; and 2) Senator Patty Murray is including two City of Gig Harbor appropriations 
requests in the Senate Budget Bill.  It looks like adoption could be as early as 
September and includes 1.5 million for Donkey Creek and $750,000 for the Boys & Girls 
Club. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Franich said that passing the Development Agreement Ordinance is an 
example of the potential for very disastrous effects. He said Gig Harbor North has been 
where Council has done many things not characteristic of the city and in his opinion 
Olympic Property has gotten the largest free ride in the history of the city. They came in 
early and got their CRCs and traffic mitigation which should have been looked at in a 
broader approach. In effect, by not approaching this in a comprehensive manner we 
wouldn’t be looking at a significant amount of money that we potentially will have to 
spend for that interchange if we would have held them to a higher standard. He said 
that the whole thing has not been fair.  
 
Councilmember Payne said that he toured the Wastewater Treatment Plant project 
which is on schedule and on budget so far. He said that the construction company is 
doing a phenomenal job and encouraged other Councilmembers to visit the site. He 
complimented staff on continuing to meet the regulatory requirements during 
construction. 
 
Mayor Hunter said that during the second half of the project, Harborview may be closed. 
 
Councilmember Malich commented on the city’s MyBuildingPermit.com program. He 
said used it personally and found it frustrating, hard to understand and said it didn’t 
function correctly. He asked that this information be passed on to the Planning and 
Building Department so that they can inform the website developers.  He said that Gig 
Harbor isn’t even included in all parts of the menu. 
 
Rob Karlinsey said that he will pass this on, adding that the city is looking at an 
alternative program for similar reasons. There may be a better and more affordable 
option through Interlocking. 
 
Mayor Hunter said that the flag pole at Jerisich Park was painted today. The Rotary 
Club donated the paint; United Rentals donated the man-lift and the city crew did the 
painting. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Operations Committee: Thu. Aug 20th at 3:00 p.m. 
2. Boards & Commission Candidate Review: Mon. Aug. 24th CANCELLED 
3. City Council Meeting: Mon. Aug. 24th CANCELLED 
4. Reception for Senator Kilmer and Representative Seaquist: Eddon Brick House – 

Thu. Sep 17th 1-3 p.m. 
5. Eddon Boatyard Ribbon Cutting – Sep. 30th 4-6 p.m. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss a collective bargaining issue per RCW 
42.30.140(4)(a). 
 
 MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:25 p.m. for approximately 

twenty minutes to discuss a collective bargaining issue per RCW 
42.30.140(4)(a). 

  Ekberg / Young - unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmembers Ekberg and Franich left before adjourning to Executive Session. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 8:55 p.m. 
  Payne / Kadzik - unanimously approved. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 

MOTION: Move to adjourn at 8:55 p.m. 
 Payne / Young – unanimously approved. 

 
         CD recorder utilized: 
         Tracks 1001 – 1043 
       
               
_____________________________  ____________________________  
Charles L. Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
August 17, 2009 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:   Councilmembers Ekberg, Conan, Malich, Payne, Kadzik and Mayor 
Hunter.  Absent: Councilmembers Young, Franich and Malich. 

Legal Counsel:  Scott Snyder, Ogden Murphy & Wallace and Bob Christie, 
Christie Law Firm. 

CALL TO ORDER:  5:38 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of evaluating a charge against a public 
officer per RCW 42.30.110(1)(f) and to discuss pending and potential litigation 
per RCW 42.30.110(i). 

 MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 5:38 p.m. for 
approximately 40 minutes for the purpose of evaluating a 
charge against a public officer per RCW 42.30.110(1)(f) and to 
discuss pending and potential litigation per RCW 42.30.110(i). 

  Ekberg / Conan  – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 6:12 p.m. 
  Ekberg / Conan – unanimously approved 
 
ADJOURN: 
  
 MOTION: Move to adjourn at 6:12 p.m.  

Ekberg / Malich - unanimously approved. 
  

    

 

__________________________  ______________________________ 
Charles Hunter, Mayor   Molly Towslee, City Clerk    
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MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  
AUGUST 26, 2009 

PRESENT: Councilmembers Ekberg, Franich, Kadzik and Mayor pro tem Young. 

CALL TO ORDER:  10:07 a.m. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
     1.  Purchase Authorization for Dust Collection System at Eddon Boat.  Lita Dawn 
Stanton gave a brief overview of the state Heritage Grant for the restoration of the Eddon 
Boat Building and the balance of grant funds remaining.  She reported that the remainder 
of the funds needs to be used by September 30, 2009.  A dust collection system is 
required in order for the public to view and participate in the boat building events and 
activities, and was a line item in the grant to be reimbursed at 100%.  If approved, the 
system could be delivered in two weeks and installed by the city crew in keeping with the 
grant deadline.  Ms. Stanton obtained four quotations per RCW 35.23.352.   

 MOTION: Move to authorize the purchase of the dust collection system from Grizzly 
and Ductwork Experts for an amount not to exceed $12,100.00  
Kadzik / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 

     2.  Purchase Authorization for Store Shelving and Service Counter at Eddon Boat.  Ms. 
Stanton explained that the cabinet shelving was part of the Heritage Grant renovation.  
Four requests for a price quotation were sent out and only one in the amount of $9,703 
was received so far.  She was waiting to receive quotations from the other three vendors.  
She explained that because of the September 30 deadline, there was not enough time to 
have them installed by the vendor.  The terms of the grant require that all eligible items be 
delivered, installed and invoiced by this deadline. 

MOTION:   Move to authorize the purchase of the store shelves and service counter at 
an amount not to exceed $9,703, taking the lowest qualified price 
quotation. 
Ekberg / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 

ADJOURN: 

 MOTION:   Move to adjourn at 10:20 a.m. 
  Franich / Young – unanimously approved. 

       CD recorder utilized - Tracks 1-2 

__________________________   ______________________________ 
Derek Young, Mayor pro tem   Maureen Whitaker, Asst. City Clerk  
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DATE of MEETING: August 20, 2009 
TIME:   3:00 pm (meeting began at 3:05 pm) 
LOCATION:  PW Conference Room 
SCRIBE:  Maureen Whitaker 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilmembers Ekberg & Franich  
STAFF PRESENT:  Jesse Savage/Maintenance Tech, Marco Malich/PW Supervisor, Tom Dolan/Planning   
   Director, Jeff Langhelm/Sr. Engineer, and Maureen Whitaker/Asst. City Clerk  
OTHERS PRESENT: John Chadwell/OPG, Floyd and Patricia Kinsman/3912 Bay View Lane,  
   Jami Gordon, Pierce Conservation District Stream Team 

 

 

1. SIGN FINE IDEA – PROPOSED BY JESSE SAVAGE, CITY MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 
Rob Karlinsey introduced Jesse Savage and explained that Jesse’s suggestion originated from meetings with 
city staff on ways to reduce budget expenditures and ideas to increase revenue.  Jesse stated that his idea to 
impose a fine on those who post illegal signs in the right‐of‐way or fail to remove campaign signs in a timely 
manner came while he was side mowing the rights‐of‐way and constantly coming upon illegal signs.  He 
explained that to remove these signs takes additional staff time.  The committee and staff discussed the issues 
surrounding the pros and cons of implementing such a plan.  Currently there is no penalty provision in the 
city’s code.  It was suggested that the notice of violation would be more citation‐based, similar to a littering 
infraction.  The venue for contesting a citation would be Gig Harbor Municipal Court. Tom Dolan said that the 
costs involved might not support this idea.  He explained that an ordinance would need to be created and 
approved by council, staff time for issuing citations, staff representation at municipal court should the citation 
be contested and added that many of the illegal signs in the city are “1‐800” types and political signs.  
Councilmember Ekberg suggested that this ‘sign fine idea’ would need to be educational – if you violate, it will 
cost.  He added that currently there is nothing to lose so people keep putting up illegal signs.  Councilmember 
Franich said that while this may be a good idea in concept, it might not be cost effective.  City Administrator 
Karlinsey said that he did not see a huge cost to implement and added that Jesse could take a photo of the 
illegal sign and forward to Nancy Nayer in Operations to send out a citation.  Councilmember Payne was 
concerned about uneven usefulness.  He stated that only those that put their contact information on signs 
would be the ones to receive the citation.  He further added that he liked the idea but was concerned about 
the time involved and fairness.   Currently the Planning Department generally picks up illegal signs and are 
thrown away.  Public Works pulls them off utility poles, stop signs, and any signs that impede site distance.   

CITY OF GIG HARBOR  
OPERATIONS & PUBLIC PROJECTS COMMITTEE  
MINUTES 

______________________________________________________________________________________
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RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 

The committee recommended coming back with a draft ordinance.  They also requested to review Pierce 
County’s fine schedule. 

2. TREE REMOVAL ON WOODWORTH AVENUE 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
Floyd and Patricia Kinsman, residents on Bay View Lane were present to follow up on a letter they sent to the 
city requesting permission to remove two 80-ft. Douglas Firs on the lower portion of the right-of-way on 
Woodworth and Prentice in order to open up the view of the harbor and Mt. Rainier. They stated that they had 
received concurrence from the neighbors to do this and would pay to have this done.   

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 
City arborist Dave Fischbach completed an independent tree hazard inspection on each tree and found them to 
be very healthy and the landscape around the trees to be well maintained resulting in no action needed by the 
city to remove them.  Councilmember Ekberg stated that the city does not allow healthy trees to be taken down 
in the right-of-way.  He further stressed that the city has always valued its urban forest.  The only reason to 
remove a tree is if it is diseased, pulling up the sidewalk or the like.  It was noted that the city does not allow 
trees to be removed for view purposes and Councilmember Payne said that such a policy would have 
challenging repercussions.  Mr. Karlinsey said that their only option would be to request the city to vacate this 
right-of-way, but added that the city would be reluctant to approve this.  

3.  PIERCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT STREAM TEAM PRESENTATION 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
Jami Gordon, representative of the Pierce Conservation District Stream Team (PCDST) spoke again about the 
benefits of joining this program.  She gave a brief presentation at the City Council meeting on June 8, 2009.  Ms. 
Gordon discussed many of the benefits of joining such a program.  The city’s involvement in the PCDST would 
satisfy some of the public outreach requirements of the NPDES permit. She described two ways to join.  One 
would be through a contract and the other would be through a $5 per parcel tax assessment.  The assessment 
would be handled through the Assessor’s office.  Ms. Gordon further explained that to date they do not have any 
individual contracts this year, but in past years, they had contracts with Pierce County and the cities of Tacoma, 
Fife and Sumner.  Contracts are based upon the direct relationship to the work being performed.  The council 
committee had many questions about how their organization functioned and what the tax assessment would 
fund.  Ms. Gordon stated that the $5 assessment would directly fund a local agriculture component, a shell 
component and the PCDST.  

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 
The committee requested more information from Ms. Gordon.  They wanted to review an actual contract 
agreement, an example of a scope of work and an approximate cost for a comparable city.  Ms. Gordon added 
that a contract for a city like Fife or Sumner had contracts in the amount of $5,000 - $6,000.   

Meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.  

 

        Respectfully submitted:  

____________________________ 
Maureen Whitaker 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 
OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 

 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America, the guardian of our liberties, is a product of 
reflection and choice, embodying the principles of limited government in a Republic dedicated to rule by 
law, not by men; and 
 
WHEREAS, September 17, 2009 marks the two hundred twenty-second anniversary of the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States of America by the 1787 Constitutional Convention; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent document and its 
memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations which will commemorate this grand occasion; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the insuring of a proclamation each year by the President of this 
great country designating September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charles L. Hunter, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, hereby declare the week of 
September 17 through September 23 as 
 

CONSTITUTION WEEK 
 
and ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by vigilantly 
protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties, remembering that lost 
rights may never be regained. 
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Gig Harbor to be 
affixed this 14th day of September, 2009. 

 
 

                   
                         Charles L. Hunter, Mayor         Date 
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Healthy Communities of Pierce County 

Gig Harbor—Key Peninsula 

We see a future where all Pierce County residents live a 

healthy lifestyle including daily exercise and healthy nutri-
tion. Healthy lives begin in infancy and are supported 
throughout the continuum of life through family involve-

ment, modeling in schools, and a community that sup-
ports a healthy lifestyle.  

A 501(c)3 organization 

EIN 26-2785756 

Phone: 253-307-9873 

E-mail: drjanemoore@comcast.net 

Healthy Communities of Pierce 

County 

Shaping Healthier Communities Together 

www.HealthyPierce.org 

SPONSORS 

Pierce County Medical Society 

Tacoma—Pierce County Health  

Department 

YMCA of Tacoma Pierce County 

City of Gig Harbor 

MultiCare Center for Healthy Living 

Franciscan Health System 

Pierce Transit 

Wilkinson Farm Park 

Community Garden 

Walking Route 

Mile Markers 

PARTNERS 

Peninsula Metropolitan Park District 

Key Peninsula Metropolitan Parks 

Peninsula School District 

Boys and Girls Club of Gig Harbor 

Jim and Carolyn Milgard Family HOPE Center 

WSU Cooperative Extension of Pierce County 
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Volume 5 Issue 3 

Friends’ Focus 
 

Upcoming 
Events  

 
Gig Harbor Chum 

Festival 

October 10, 2009 

10 am to 5 pm 

Next to Donkey 
Creek Park           
Gig Harbor 

Booths, Kayak Races, 
Chum Burgers, "Paint 
Your Own Salmon" t-
shirts, and the giant 

FIN salmon will be part 
of this event 

FPC is looking for booth 
workers. Please contact 

me if you can help! 

More green tips 2 

Local transit work-
shops  

3 

Join FPC 4 

Thank you for your 
support! 

 

Backyard farming  3 

Inside this issue: 

In 2007, the Gig Harbor 
and Key Peninsula commu-
nities created a strategic 
plan for improving a com-
munity’s health through the 
promotion of exercise and 
healthy nutrition. The re-
sult was the Healthy Com-
munities of Pierce County 
Gig Harbor – Key Penin-
sula organization. The idea 
of creating a network of 
community gardens in our 
community began there 
and has now taken form as 
a demonstration garden at 
Gig Harbor’s Wilkinson 
Farm City Park.  
 
Barb Carr, chair of Com-
munity Gardens Project, 
obtained permission from 
Gig Harbor to plant for one 
year. In May, volunteers 
prepared the garden area 
and planted a large variety 
of vegetables. Other com-
munity members donated 
most of the fencing materi-

als. The garden has done 
well and the workers are 
now harvesting vegetables 
to donate  to the FISH Food 
Bank.  
 
This demonstration garden 
will attract community in-
terest and support, bringing 
people together to learn the 
knowledge and rewards of 
organic gardening. In the 
future, the group will work 
with schools and the  Boys 
and Girls Club to teach kids 
about the natural world, 
physical activity, and 
healthy nutrition.  
 
This project will “grow” 
over time by creating sev-
eral community gardening 
sites where families can 
grow produce.  The group 
will host educational work-
shops and provide resources 
to help new gardeners with 
growing techniques and 
healthy cooking tips. The 

group is applying for fund-
ing to expanded efforts in 
the coming years in other 
communities. 
 
Visit the demonstration gar-
den at Wilkinson Farms.   
Volunteers for harvesting 
and maintaining the garden 
are welcome.  To get       
involved, contact Barb at 
ghcommunitygar-
dens@gmail.com or call 
253-228-0538. For          
organizational information 
contact Jane Moore at 
drjanemoore@comcast.net 
or 253-307-9873. The web-
site is www.healthypierce.org  

Community gardens gaining new ground by Jane Moore 

Fall 2009 

Published by Friends of Pierce County 

W
ilkinson F

arm
 garden        

P
hoto: Sum

ner Schoenike  

The gathering on August 15 
was a fun event for every-
one. Thanks to Carmela 
Micheli who organized and 
hosted the event and to spe-
cial guest, Tom Morfee for 
making sure the event was 
well attended. Approxi-
mately 50 people showed up 
to try various wines and 
munch on gormet pizza 
homemade by Jamie Holder. 

Friends of Pierce County 
raised over $600 for its 
environmental clubs.  
With the tough economic 
climate, funding is scarce 
and we will have to scale 
back our efforts at the 
schools. We will build 
worm composters and 
work to improve recycling 
efforts through a energy 
audits. 

You still have time to help 
us provide quality clubs 
for the students. Send in 
your donation today! 

August fundraiser just plain fun 

Friends mingle over good 
food and wine. 
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Board of Directors  
President:  Renee Lang  

Vice Pres.:  Kyle Shimamoto  

Treasurer:  Carmela Micheli 

Secretary:  Joyce Huseby  

Position 5:  William Rehberg 

Position 6:  Larry Johnson 

Position 7: Tracy Engels 

Uses for Eucalyptus oil around 
the house 

Aside from medicinal uses, eucalyp-
tus oil can be used around your 
home to replace many environmen-
tally harsh synthetic chemicals. 

- You can also make a general disin-
fectant for toilets. Mix 50 ml (1.6 
oz)  of eucalyptus oil with a liter 
(quart) of water. 

- Eucalyptus oil can be used neat in 
order to remove sticker/decal resi-
due from glass.                                   
- Add 1-2 teaspoonfuls of eucalyptus 
oil to your load of washing for a 
fresh scent along with the anti-
microbial benefits. 

PAGE 2 FRIENDS’  FOCUS VOLUME 5 ISSUE 3 

Vision 
Communities will strive 

to utilize all planning 
strategies that balance 

the elements of             
environment, equity,  

and economics. 

For information, contact: 

Marian Berejikian 

Executive Director 

(253) 851-9524 

Website: 

www.FriendsofPierceCounty.org 

Email: FOPC@comcast.net 

Mailing address: 

P. O. Box 2084 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335-2084 

Friends of Pierce County is a 
501 (c) 3 organization.  

Membership fees and            
donations are tax deductible. 

 

 

 

 

 

- Use the oil neat to help remove paint, 
grease and ink from clothes. 

- If you have a hanging car air fresh-
ener that's almost dead, reinvigorate it 
by adding a few drops of eucalyptus oil. 

- Half a teaspoon mixed with half a 
liter of water makes for a good bug re-
pellant for plants. 

- Use it as a stainless steel cleaner. 

- To use as a room air freshener, Mix a 
quarter of a teaspooon or 15 drops of 
eucalyptus oil with a half teaspoon of 
vodka, place in an atomizer/spray bot-
tle and add 2 cups of water.  

Source: www.greenlivingtips.com  

What should the Pierce Transit of tomorrow look like? By Jessyn Farrell, 
Pierce Transit 
In Pierce County, public transporta-
tion faces an uncertain future.   De-
spite efforts to control costs, Pierce 
Transit was forced to reduce bus 
service 5% in July, 2009.  And while 
everyone hopes the economy will 
rebound soon, we must be prepared 
for whatever the future may bring. 

Help us make choices about priori-
ties and efficiencies that will be nec-
essary in these difficult economic 
times.  You don’t need to be a public 
transportation expert to help us 
design service options. 

Join us to discuss: 

• Prioritizing service.  

• Where you’d like to see improve-
ments and least like to see re-
ductions.  

• Regional connections.  

Community Design Workshops  

LAKEWOOD/UNIVERSITY 
PLACE  10/6  7-8:30 pm  at Pierce 
Transit Training Center, 3720 96th 
St SW, Lakewood 98499 

Served by Routes 48, 300 

PUYALLUP/SOUTH HILL  10/14  

SOUTH TACOMA  10/15  7-8:30pm   
South End Neighborhood Center, 
7802 South L St, Tacoma 98408 
Served by Routes 45, 48  

GIG HARBOR/KEY PENINSULA  
10/20  6:30-8pm Location TBD.  
Check PTtomorrow.org for update. 
Served by Routes 100, 102  

DOWNTOWN TACOMA  10/27  7-
8:30 pm at Evergreen State College, 
1210 6th Ave, Tacoma 98405    
Served by Routes 1, 16, 26, 28, 57 

PARKLAND/SPANAWAY  10/29  7-
8:30 pm Parkland/Spanaway Library, 
13718 Pacific Ave S, Tacoma 98444 
Served by Route 1  

SUMNER/BONNEY LAKE  11/10  
6-7:30 pm at Sumner City Hall, 1104 
Maple St, Sumner 98390 Served by 
Routes 408, 409 

NORTH & WEST TACOMA  11/12  
7-8:30 pm at University of Puget 
Sound, 1500 N Warner, Tacoma 
98416 Served by Routes 16, 51  

Follow our progress, give your sug-
gestions, and sign up to get the latest 
updates at PTtomorrow.org.  Or link 
to piercetransit.org. 

Tips for a Greener You 
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Backyard Farming - is this really the “new” frontier? 
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They say that everything old is new 
again.  I have contemplated this 
statement as I struggle to grow or-
ganic produce and compost my 
family’s food waste. I think of this 
statement in two different ways.  

The immediate recycling and reus-
ing of products is one way to think 
of it. The other thought that comes 
to mind is of early homesteaders 
eking out a living on what they 
grew and making it that last 
through the winter. On many occa-
sions, I would have not survived 
the winter on my meager rations. 
Struggles with small and large pests 
are enough to make one toss out the 
pruning shears and reach for the 
can opener.  

Stubborn determination drives me 
on  - that and the consideration of 
the amount of time and money that 
has already been invested in all of 
my gardening implements and other 
supporting items such as seeds, 
plants, soil and the extremely rank 
fish fertilizers. 

This year, my family and I took one 
more step into the “eat what you 
grow” direction. Only this time it 
involves animals. I don’t mean to 
imply that we would eat the ani-
mals, just the products that they 
produce. If it were up to me to pre-
pare my own meat from the barn-
yard, I would assuredly be a vege-
tarian. Being a animal lover has its 
drawbacks in that regard. 

This Spring, my family entered the 
new frontier of raising our own 
chickens.  The journey started on 
Earth Day where, after visiting sev-
eral feed stories, we found cute 
peeping chicks in cattle feeding 
troughs with red lamps to light their 
way and keep them warm. 

Every chicken is cute at the age and 
unfortunately for those of us who 
want hens for eggs, it is a gamble 
as to what you take home. After 
several weeks, they grow less cute 
and very big. Personalities start to 
emerge for better or for worse but 
always amusing to the spectators. 

Roosters, I have found are noisy 
with all their cook a doo a doodling 
and have strange habits when it 
comes to the other chickens. For 
this reason, we have had to locate 
new homes for the boys.  

The progression of residences for 
my brood, was from my laundry 
room to my garage to outside in the 
coop.  It seemed to take forever to 
get the chickens out of my garage 
but what a glorious day when they 

got to be outside as real chickens 
should. 

Several types of chickens now in-
habit their new home and struggle 
for peace and harmony. Named by 
my two children,  Achilles (a girl), 
Athena, Ralph (a girl), Charlotte (a 
boy), Stormy, Smokie and Louise 
eat and sleep, such is the life of a 
chicken.  

They do get out of the coop twice a 
day for supervised run-arounds in 
my yard. I think this might be    
considered Free Range. 

Chicken coop enclosed for protection 
from predators 

 

Ralph, Achilles and Louise resting. 

When all is said and done, any eggs 
my family enjoys will probably cost 
me about $200, but I am sure it will 
be worth it. The chickens provide 
free garden compost and comic 
amusement. 

So, should we all go back to growing 
our own vegetables and raising our 
own chickens? Could this be the new 
frontier?   Even after all the work, 
time and money, I would have to say 
“Yes”. There is a current trend of 
community gardens and homeowners 
ripping out entire lawns to plant gar-
dens.   

My hats off to those who can grow 
their own food with enough to can 
for the winter. I stand in awe of such 
feats. 

Right now, I will harvest my one 
tomato a day, look at my eight-inch 
high sunflowers, wait for my pinky 
sized zucchini to grow large as a 
baseball bat and wait, wait, wait for 
any eggs that might appear in my 
chicken’s coop. I know that will also 
be a glorious day! 

Good resources on how to raise chickens: 1) www.backyardchickens.com                                                            
2) www.thefarm.org/charities/i4at/lib2/chickens.htm 
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Join FPC today! 
As a member, you will receive newsletters and weekly email updates informing you of county-wide 
planning, development  and environmental issues. 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

____ Enclosed is $35 for my annual membership dues.  

____ Enclosed is a donation for $_____. 

I am interested in helping with the following: 

___ Environmental    ___ Education and Outreach 

___ Fundraising    ___ Membership 

___ Communications    ___ Budget/Finance 

P. O. Box 2084 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Non-profit org 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Tacoma, WA 

Permit No. 1347 
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