
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

September 28, 2009 
 5:30 p.m. 



 
AMENDED AGENDA FOR 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, September 28, 2009 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Sep. 14, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Big Gig Report; b) AWC RMSA Grant Award. 
3. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Preparedness Month; b) Red Ribbon Week 

- Boys & Girls Club. 
4. Pierce County Interlocal – Commute Trip Reduction. 
5. Boating Safety Program Agreement. 
6. Wastewater Treatment Plant Grant Award Contract – Dept. of Commerce. 
7. Approval of Payment of Bills for September 28, 2009: Checks #61873 through 

#61968 in the amount of $472,319.51. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Red Ribbon Week Proclamation – Heidi Gerling, Program Director. 
2. Pierce Transit System Redesign -Tina Lee, System Redesign Planner. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Comprehensive Plan Processing. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Resolution – Update of Fee Schedule. 
2. 2030 Population Allocation. 

 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Eddon Boat Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Wed. Sep 30th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Planning / Building Committee: Thu. Oct 5th CANCELLED 
3. City Council / Planning Commission Joint Worksession: Mon. Oct 5th at 5:30 p.m. 
4. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee: Mon. Oct 12th CANCELLED 
5. Civic Center Furlough Day – Mon. Oct 12th 
6. City Council – Tue. Oct 13th at 5:30 p.m. (due to Furlough Day). 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing Guild negotiations per RCW 
42.30.140(4)(a). 
 
ADJOURN: 
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MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – SEPTEMBER 14, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Payne, 
Kadzik and Mayor Hunter.   
 
CALL TO ORDER:  5:31 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meetings: a) Aug. 10, 2009; b) Special 

Meeting Aug. 17, 2009; c) Special Meeting Aug. 26, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Minutes of Operations & Public Projects Committee Aug. 20, 

2009; b) 2010 Budget Cuts Memorandum. 
3. Correspondence / Proclamations: Constitution Week. 
4. Liquor Licenses:  a) Application – Blazing Onion; b) Renewals: Moctezumas 

Restaurant; Forza Coffee Company; Fred Meyer Store; Harvester Restaurant; QFC 
#864 and #886. c) Added Privilege – Spiros; d) Special Occasion- Homestead 
Group. 

5. Resolution – Commute Trip Reduction.  
6. Acceptance of COPS Hiring Recovery Program (CHRP) grant. 
7. Water Rights Assistance – Contract Amendment for Attorney Services.  
8. Boys & Girls Club Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Facilities Easement and 

Maintenance Agreement. 
9. WWTP Site / Peninsula Light Easement Agreement.  
10. Gig Harbor Tennis Club Stormwater Facilities Maintenance Agreement and 

Restrictive Covenant. 
11. Resolution – Support for the National Maritime Heritage Area. 
12. Harbor History Museum Conservation Easement Phase II Environmental Site 

Assessment. 
13. Shorecrest Sewer System – Pierce County Supplemental Franchise Agreement.  
14. Approval of Payment of Bills for August 24, 2009: Checks #61622 through 

#61731 in the amount of $515,009.81. 
15. Approval of Payment of Bills for September 14, 2009: Checks #61732 through 

#61872 in the amount of $1,582,062.16. 
16. Approval of Payroll for the month of August: Checks #5514 through #5536 in the 

amount of $343,160.81. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Young / Franich - unanimously approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS:  
 

1. Wastewater Treatment Plant Outstanding Performance Award, presented by the 
Department of Ecology. Karen Burgess, Municipal Unit Supervisory of the NW Regional 
Office and Mike Dowda, Facility Manager, recognized the city’s Wastewater Treatment 
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Plant Employees for their outstanding performance in 2008. Ms. Burgess explained that 
the award is given to jurisdictions that meet stringent requirements with regard to 
compliance with the NPDES Permit; the city has received this award for three 
consecutive years and five times since the inception of the award in 1995.  She then 
remarked how impressed she and Mike were with the major upgrade currently in 
progress and the fact that the employees continue to produce such high-quality effluent. 
She recognized the WWTP Staff and PW Supervisors by name and presented a letter 
from the Regional Wastewater Quality Manager Kevin Fitzpatrick to Mayor Hunter 
regarding the city’s outstanding performance. 
 
WWTP Supervisor Darrel Winans, introduced the WWTP Operators Norine Landon, Jim 
Landon, Chuck Roy and Matthew Quinlisk; Larry Washburn and Joe Pominville could 
not be present. Darrel recognized his staff for what they have done over the past couple 
of years to ensure that the project goes smoothly. He also recognized Steve Misiurak, 
City Engineer and David Stubchaer, Public Works Director for helping them through the 
process and thanked the Mayor and Council for approval of the project. 
 

2. Healthy Communities of Pierce County.  Dr. Jane Moore, Director of Healthy 
Communities of Pierce County, presented an update on happenings over the past year 
and a half to help make our communities more healthy and active. She recognized 
Laureen Lund for her participation then gave an update on the Community Garden at 
Wilkinson Farm Park to provide produce to the FISH Food Bank. She invited everyone 
to sample some of the fresh garden produce on the back table and explained plans to 
expand their program. She touched on another program to mark walking/running routes 
throughout the city to encourage more physical activity, and their efforts to educate the 
public through small “Healthsmart Cards.”  She discussed their developing website 
before thanking Council for their past support, saying that they hope to continue to work 
with and obtain support from the City of Gig Harbor. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.140(1)(i). 
 
 MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 5:44 p.m. for approximately 

fifteen minutes to discuss a collective bargaining issue per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i). 

  Ekberg / Young - unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 5:54 p.m. 
  Payne / Kadzik - unanimously approved. 
 
Dr. Kadzik apologized in advance for having to leave the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Parking Requirements Clarification and 
Housekeeping Amendment (ZONE 09-0004).  Planning Director Tom Dolan presented 
this amendment intended to reduce staff interpretations and to ensure that previous 
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amendments are fully implemented. The ordinance will also resolve conflict between the 
zoning code and the new Stormwater Manual. He said that at the last meeting 
Councilmember Franich asked for staff to come up with a scenario of potential building 
size increase if a project used pervious parking surfaces. What Senior Planner Jennifer 
Kester was able to determine is that an increase would be minor; perhaps 2,500 square 
feet at the most. 
 
Mr. Dolan addressed a question about parking stall sizes explaining that this will be 
dealt with in a more comprehensive process later on.  

 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1171 as presented 
   Young / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 
 
    

2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Flood Hazard Construction Standards.   
Planning Director Tom Dolan presented this ordinance that would include locally 
adopted historic structures to the list of exemptions from the requirements for Flood 
Hazard Construction Standards.   
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1172 as presented 
   Payne / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 
 

3. Second Reading of Ordinance – Residential Building Height Calculations in the 
Historic District.  Senior Planner Jennifer Kester presented this ordinance that amends 
the down-hill building height calculation to add residential structures in the Historic 
District so they cannot exceed 27 feet above natural and finished grade. This will ensure 
that the scale of buildings in the view basin remain the same no matter the use.   
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1173 as presented. 
   Ekberg / Franich – unanimously approved. 
 

4. Second Reading of Ordinance –Civic Center Hours of Operation. City Clerk Molly 
Towslee explained that this ordinance was necessary to reflect the change in hours of 
operation due to the 2009 mandatory furloughs.   

 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1174 as presented 
   Malich / Franich – unanimously approved. 

 
5. Second Reading of Ordinance – Inattention to Driving Penalty. Court Administrator 

Paul Nelson explained that this ordinance is to increase the penalty for inattentive 
driving from $100 to $250.  He gave examples of what constitutes inattentive driving; 
saying that it usually results in an accident or endangering others and does not appear 
on the driver’s record.   

 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1175 as presented 
   Young / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 
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6. Second Reading of Ordinance – Sexual Assault. Paul Nelson then explained that 

this ordinance would adopt an existing RCW allowing the Police Department and the 
Prosecutor to differentiate the motivation behind an assault. The Judge can then take 
the appropriate steps to protect the victim.  

 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1176 as presented 
   Payne / Kadzik– unanimously approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Updating the Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment Process.  Senior Planner Jennifer Kester presented this ordinance 
that updates the process for the city to update the comprehensive plan each year to 
provide more efficient review, remove redundancies, and to ensure better public 
involvement. She highlighted the proposed changes and addressed Council’s 
questions. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked whether minimum public outreach has been defined 
anywhere, and suggested that he would like to see strong language addressing this. 
Ms. Kester responded that staff was waiting to see if Council had a preferred minimum. 
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 6:19 p.m.  No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed. 
 
Councilmember Young made the suggestion to skipping a year of private amendment 
applications in 2010 as the city has some critical amendments to address and is short 
on both staff and time. He said that we are not required by statute to have private 
applications every year, and if Councilmembers agree, a resolution could be drafted. 
 
Ms. Kester asked for direction on the minimum public outreach requirements. Council 
agreed that the requirements should be codified to ensure compliance. They discussed 
a minimum of two public meetings with appropriate notification in addition to the letter 
sent to property owners within a 300 foot radius of the project. Another suggestion was 
made to require an ad of a certain dimension in the Gateway. Ms. Kester stressed that it 
would be important to require these steps before the amendment is filed in order for the 
applicant to know what they face. 

 
2. Resolution – Setting Civic Center Hours of Operation.  City Clerk Molly Towslee 

presented this resolution reflecting the closure dates as a result of the 2008 Furloughs. 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 803 setting the Civic Center Hours of 
Operation. 

   Franich / Malich – unanimously approved. 
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STAFF REPORT:  
 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey passed out a draft agenda for the September 25th 
Council Retreat. He asked that any comments by the end of the week adding that he 
hopes to be done by 1:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
 
Dr. Robert Stuart – 2813 Harborview Drive. Mr. Stewart read a letter into the record 
chastising the city for unfair treatment of Sgt. Matthew Dougil and paying off drug 
dealers. He requested that Sgt. Dougil be reinstated. 
 
Graham Marshall – 684 69th Ave. Fox Island.  Mr. Marshall read a similar letter into the 
record. He too asked that Sgt. Dougil be reinstated. 
 
Richard Folden – 4212 42nd Ave. NW.  Mr. Fulden voiced his displeasure that the city’s 
insurance had paid money to known drug dealers. He discussed the cost to the city for 
the investigation and trial and said that Sgt. Dougil should be reinstated. He encouraged 
Council to listen to the trail transcripts. 
 
Ron Martin – 56 Park Ave. NW Raft Island.  Mr. Martin described how terrible it was 
attending the trial and how Sgt. Dougil had been threatened by the drug dealers. He 
also said that the city needs to reinstate Dougil. 
 
John Adams – 8827 Crescent Valley Dr.  Mr. Adams voiced his disgust at reading that 
$225,000 had been paid to drug dealers before Matt Dougil had a trial.  He talked about 
the unfair treatment of Sgt. Dougil even now that he has been found not guilty.  
 
Terry Pingel – 4701 Dunbar Dr. NW. Mr. Pingel also spoke in support of Sgt. Dougil 
who was found not-guilty of the three charges against him. He too encouraged the 
reinstatement of Sgt. Dougil with no fear of reprisal. 
 
Michael Rodenbacher – 14936 Fairview Lake Rd SW.  Mr. Rodenbacher, who has 
known the Dougil’s for 13 years, said he was shocked when he heard the charges 
against Sgt. Dougil, but knew they would be proven false. He said it’s time for the city to 
let it go and reinstate Sgt. Dougil. 
 
Mel Patterson – 3324 No. Fissure, Tacoma.  Mr. Patterson said he sat through the trial 
and was amazed and angered that this something based on hearsay would go to court, 
and is still being investigated. He said it would be difficult, but the city needs to get it 
over and reinstate Sgt. Dougil. 
  
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
Councilmember Conan announced that he started with Kent Fire Department on 
September 1st which means a five-month training period. He asked for patience if he 
may be late for meetings and cannot make the retreat. 
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Councilmember Franich referred to the minutes of the August 10th Council Meeting and 
said he wanted to clarify that he did not intend to berate staff, but was trying to get 
clarification about the change in opinion. He then commented that the company who did 
the street striping did a nice job. 
 
Mayor Hunter responded that the State of Washington did the striping this year.   
 
Councilmember Young asked if other Councilmembers were interested in attending the 
Peninsula Education Association Breakfast in October and if so, to let him know. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Operations Committee: Thu. Sep 17th at 3:00 p.m. 
2. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon. Sep 21st at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Budget Retreat – Fri. Sep 25th 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
4. GH North Traffic Options Committee: Wed. Sep 23rd at 9:00 a.m. 
5. Boards and Commission Candidate Review: Mon. Sep 28th CANCELLED 
6. Eddon Boatyard Ribbon Cutting – Sept. 30th 4-6 p.m. 

 
Rob Karlinsey announced the reception to thank Senator Kilmer and Representative 
Seaquist at Eddon Boat on September 17th at 1:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 

MOTION: Move to adjourn at 6:55 p.m. 
 Payne / Young – unanimously approved. 

 
         CD recorder utilized: 
         Tracks 1001 – 1043 
       
               
_____________________________  ____________________________  
Charles L. Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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   City of Gig Harbor 

Memo 
To: Review and File, September 28th Council Meeting 

From: Laureen Lund 

Date: 9/21/2009 

Re: Big Gig Report 

BIG GIG REPORT 

Due to our very creative and shrewd negotiating, we have, as yet, not spent any money out of the 
“reserve” fund.  I do expect when we are done paying our bills from the campaign, we will need to dip 
into the fund for maybe as much as $3000, but not nearly the $20K we initially thought we would need.  
How did we do it?  Well; 
 
• Cut other items out of our budget first, earlier in the year 
• Found creative “free” promotion ideas 
• Made hard negotiating deals with vendors, who, like us, are looking for business 
• Negotiated free design when possible 
• Borrowed from previous ad copy so as not to pay to have new written 
• Used “untapped” dollars we had set aside when the budget went south 
 
I am very happy with the look that was created and the team effort that went into the BIG GIG 
campaign.  We are now rolling BIG GIG over into a winter campaign called WINTER WARMTH and will 
use primarily free marketing opportunities for that, but may spend a small amount. 
 
So you know, our 2009 Advertising Budget was $55K.  With the additional allocation of $20K if needed, 
total is $75K 
 
As of today, our total expenditure for advertising year to date is $47,484.59. I’ve broke out below how 
the Big Gig money was spent.  Even with the remaining planned expenditures, we may likely only dip 
into the reserve for $2000-$4000. 
 
Thanks for your open mindedness on this, we are working as hard as we can to spend as little as we 
can and make the biggest impact we can. 
 
Laureen Lund 
Marketing Director 
 
NW Travel Planner On Line   $1495.00 
Seattle Weekly Summer Guide (print)  $1692.00 
Seattle Weekly Online    $450.00 
KOMO Radio     $4800.00 
KPLZ Radio     $4800.00 
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KRWM Radio     $2250.00 
Yahoo Online     $2000.00 
PNW Golf online    $1500.00 
MYNW Online     $894.00 
Postcard Printing    $894.00 
TRCVB Email Blast    Free 
Experience WA Email Blast   Free 
Gig Harbor Guide    Free 
Twitter/Facebook    Free 
Blog      Free 
Gigabyte     Free 
Media Relations    Free 
WORD OF MOUTH    Free!! 
. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 

OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 

 
WHEREAS, the American people have always valued industriousness and self-
sufficiency as well as knowledge, training and execution of preparedness methods and 
strategies; and 
 
WHEREAS, our federal and state government through such agencies as FEMA, the 
National Guard, and by mandate, the American Red Cross, has always provided able 
assistance to those who experience disruption, upheaval, and confusion, or otherwise 
suffer as a result of disaster; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the event of a national or global emergency, our government’s resources 
may be unduly burdened or insufficient to meet the needs of all who require some level 
of assistance or intervention; and 
 
WHEREAS, increasing awareness of possible disasters from earthquakes, floods, 
volcanoes, wind and ice storms, and other natural disasters, and the possibility for some 
disruptions to normal way of life due to a terrorism threat make overall individual and 
community readiness a wise and prudent decision; and 
 
WHEREAS, individual preparedness will richly reward those who are prepared and be of 
no negative consequence if little or no demand on those resources is made; 

WHEREAS, the following quote from the Secretary of Homeland Security sums up the 
need for everyone to be prepared: “We need to have a culture of preparedness, we need to 
recognize that safety and security is not just the responsibility of a federal agency or a city 
department, but that every citizen, every family, everybody has a role to play here. To get out of 
this business of people assuming others are going to take care of this and to create a culture of 
shared responsibility. And you as community leaders can help us share that message. Think 
about how you can talk about this within your own cities, what kinds of programs or messages 
you can deliver as we make Preparedness Month more than just a phrase. (This is) really an 
opportunity for the people of this country to take a deep breath and step back to say, ‘OK, what 
have I done, where am I and what more can I do?’” —Secretary of Homeland Security Janet 
Napolitano, addressing attendees of Fire-Rescue International 2009 in Dallas. September is 
also National Preparedness Month in the United States. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charles L. Hunter, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, hereby declare 
September as 
 

BE AWARE AND PREPARE MONTH 
 
 
And invite all citizens of Gig Harbor to join me in this special observance. In Witness Whereof, I 
have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Gig Harbor to be affixed this 28th 
of September. 
 
 
                       
    Charles L. Hunter, Mayor, City of Gig Harbor     Date 
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                          Charles L. Hunter, Mayor                                                                            Date             

PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 
  OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
  
WHEREAS, Boys and Girls Club Cheney Branch value the health and safety of all our citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS, substance abuse is particularly damaging to one of our most valuable resources, our children, 
and a contributing factor in the three leading causes of death for teenagers – accidents, homicides, and 
suicides; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the goal of Red Ribbon Week and Boys and Girls Club Cheney Branch to involve families, 
schools businesses, churches, law enforcement agencies and service organizations in all aspects of this 
campaign and establish an atmosphere that supports awareness, education and on-going initiatives to 
prevent illegal drug use; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Red Ribbon Week Campaign theme promotes family and individual responsibilities for 
living healthy, drug-free lifestyles, without illegal drugs or the illegal use of legal drugs; and 
 
WHEREAS, there are many activities planned during the Red Ribbon Week;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charles L. Hunter, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, hereby proclaim October 12th 
to 16th as  

RED RIBBON WEEK 
 

in the City of Gig Harbor and encourage all citizens to join me in celebrating this campaign. 
 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of Gig Harbor to be 
affixed this 28th day of September, 2009. 
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