
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
July 13, 2015 

 5:30 p.m. 



 
AMENDED AGENDA 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
July 13, 2015 – Council Chambers 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing pending and potential litigation per 
RCW 42.30.110(i) for approximately fifteen minutes. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes June 8, 2015. 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Six Special Occasion Liquor Licenses: Blackwater Gallery, 

Tickled Pink, Bella Kitchen & Home, Gallery Row, Gig Harbor Audio, and Sea Hags;   
b) New Application: Panda Garden;  

3. Correspondence / Proclamations: Colonel Soller Proclamation. 
4. Receive and File: a) Public Works Committee June 15, 2015 Minutes. 
5. Resolution No. 1001 – WWTP Ph. 2B – Sole Source UV Equipment Procurement.  
6. Chevron Station Property Appraisal Contract.  
7. Street Name – Makovich Place. 
8. Street Names – McCormick Creek PRD Phase 1 and 2. 
9. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1318 – Mid-Biennial Budget Amendments. 
10. Wastewater Treatment Plant Water Purification Cooler Rental Agreement. 
11. Jerisich Dock Water and Power – Peninsula Light Company Agreement and 

Easement. 
12. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #78695 through 78731; *78732 through 78741 

void; 78742 through 78769; *78770 through 78772 void; and 78773 through 78874  in 
the amount of $773,149.31.  **Voids due to printer equipment problems. 

13. Approval of Payroll for the month of June: Checks #7527 through #7541 and direct 
deposits in the amount of $385,483.85.  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Second Reading of Ordinances - Utility Rates and GFC Charges: 

a. No. 1319 – Water Utility Rates. 
b. No. 1320 – Sewer Utility Rates. 
c. No. 1321 – Stormwater Utility Rates. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Grandview Forest Park Tree Removal and Replanting Project – Small Public Works 
Contract. 

2. Soundview Drive Tree Removal – Small Public Works Contract Award. 
3. Resolution No. 1002 – Harbor Hill Park Recommendation. 
4. First Reading of Ordinance - Marijuana Related Uses. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  

1. Flood Control Zone District Update – Jeff Langhelm. 
2. City Publication Proposal – Ron Williams. 
3. Legislative Update – Ron Williams. 
4. Skansie Netshed RFP Update – Ron Williams. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Boards and Candidate Review: Mon. Jul 20th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN: 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

June 22, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Mayor - Jill Guernsey: Present 
Council Member - Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member - Tim Payne: Present 
Council Member - Casey Arbenz: Present 
Council Member - Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member - Michael Perrow: Present 
Council Member - Paul Kadzik: Absent 
Council Member - Ken Malich: Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes June 8, 2015.  
2. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals: The Keeping Room, Hunan Garden Restaurant, 

Kinza Teriyaki, Spiro’s Bella Notte, Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill, and Forza Coffee 
Company.  

3. Heron’s Key Project Facilitation Services Contract Amendment No. 1.  
4. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1315 – City Participation in State LOCAL 

Borrowing Program.  
5. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1316 – Food Trucks.  
6. City Marketing Services Contract with Harbor WildWatch.  
7. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #78590 through #78694 in the amount of 

$671,766.22. 
 
Councilmember Perrow announced that he would be abstaining from voting on the consent 
agenda due to a conflict of interest. He voiced his concern with the unfairness of the food 
truck ordinance. 

 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 Ekberg / Lovrovich – five voted yes. Councilmember Perrow abstained. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Recognition of Planning Commissioner, Jim Pasin.   
 
Mayor Guernsey introduced long-time commissioner Jim Pasin and presented him with a 
recognition plaque. She thanked him for the wonderful job of serving on the Planning 
Commission and Design Review Board over the years.  Planning Director Jennifer Kester 
praised Mr. Pasin for being a strident proponent for the business community, and thanked 
him for his years of participation.  
 
Jim Pasin voiced his appreciation. He talked about the amount of work that goes into serving 
on the boards and council, and how this commitment often goes unrecognized.  He said that 
everyone he has served with has always had the best interest of the citizens and city at heart. 
He introduced his family. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1317 – Fireworks.   Building Official / Fire Marshal 

Paul Rice presented a brief overview of this proposed ordinance to amend the length of time 
that fireworks would be allowed to be set off within city limits. At Council direction, there are 
three options for consideration; four days, one day, and leaving it as is. Council deliberated. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1317 with the option of allowing fireworks to be 

discharged on one day, July 4th. 
 Perrow / Lovrovich – five vote no. Councilmembers Perrow and Lovrovich voted 

yes.  The motion failed. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1317 with the option of allowing fireworks to be 

discharged for four days.  
  Malich / Arbenz - 
 
City Attorney Bio Park asked that the ordinance be amended to clarify that the effective date 
of the ordinance be one year from tonight’s adoption and not based upon the publication 
date. 
 
AMENDED MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1317 with the option of allowing 

fireworks to be discharged for four days and amending the 
language to strike all verbiage after the word “passage” in section 
four.  

 Malich / Arbenz - unanimously approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Mid-Biennial Budget Amendments. 
Finance Director David Rodenbach presented this ordinance that provides for a mid-biennial 
review and modification of the budget.   
 
Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 5:54 p.m.  No one came forward to speak and 
so the hearing closed.  This will return on the Consent Agenda for adoption at the next 
meeting. 
 

2. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Utility Rates and GFC Charges.  
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented these three separate ordinances with a brief 
background, and then introduced the city’s rate modeling consultant.  He mentioned a letter 
received from Master Builders that has been entered into the record, and the process this has 
been through up to tonight. 
 
Ashley Emery, Peninsula Financial Consulting, presented information on the data gathered 
and regulations to support the proposed rate increases that will provide revenues for city 
utilities to implement operations, maintenance, and capital projects identified in the 
comprehensive plan.   
 
Mr. Emery and Mr. Langhelm addressed Council questions. 
 
Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 6:34 p.m.   
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Sherry Durham – 6512 41st Ave NW.   Ms. Durham referenced the article from Don Bremner 
regarding utility rates that are not in line with inflation. She said common sense says if it 
beats inflation, it’s going to be 88% over the next six years and will takes away income from 
retired people. It’s not fair and it ought to be put to a public vote. She said she wants to pay 
her fair share but not to pay for the city to be remodeled into an extravaganza. 
 
Bruce Durham – owns a duplex by Puerto Vallarta. Mr. Durham voiced concern over the way 
the city charges for multi-unit facilities. He said the rate increases are not feasible and is 
driving him to have to sell. He objected to the increases over the past ten years, saying that 
back in 1994 he paid $276 for two months.  
 
Don Bremner – said he is representing a lot of recipients of proposal.  Mr. Bremner is 
president of the Harbor Sunset Condominium Association where many tenants are seniors 
and 28% of the operating budget is devoted to paying utility rates. He said that what they will 
be paying is a staggering increase far exceeding the yearly Consumer Price Index.  He said 
that part of the proposal has nothing to do with delivery of services; this is in the form of the 
5% tax included in these rates. He suggested that council could provide a cushion by making 
rates exempt from sales tax. He answered Council questions. 
 
Bill Wells - 4009 100 St. Ct. NW.  Mr. Wells, President of Avalon Woods Homeowner 
Association.  They are served by another water purveyor, so water rates don’t apply; but 
sewer and storm increases will raise their cost of living and the desirability of homes that go 
on the market.  Many residents are retired and live on fixed income.  The proposed increases 
are 25% and 23% when their income will only increase 5%, if at all.  This affects their quality 
of life and buying power. He asked if you could take the 8-1/2% in taxes and put back into the 
sewer and stormwater maintenance to reduce the rate increases. He requested that all 
possibilities be investigated to find a way to reduce the rates. 
 
John Nichols  - 4106 97th St. Ct. NW.  Mr. Nichols talked about his conversation with Jeff 
Langhelm regarding the 31 million in capital improvements projects and whether they 
received any public hearings. He said that the proposed numbers are huge for this size of 
community, and he sees duplication on the list justifying this large rate increase. He asked 
council not to take action until there is scrutiny on the need and scope of the projects, any 
duplications on the list, and an understanding of where the 87% past rate increases have 
gone and to what projects. 
 
Dick Dadisman – 4026 97th St. Ct. NW. Mr. Dadisman said he is also interested in vetting that 
list, whether the projects are still valid or completed. He said if we are forecasting six years 
out for projects, why are we not forecasting for funding? There are grants out there and he 
wonders why these aren’t included in the forecast.  He then asked why we are basing 
wastewater rates on water rates. 
 
Jeff Langhelm responded:  1) we do include grants in the background modeling breakdown. 
Also included are revenues, loans, developer participation, and grants. 2) Sewer is based on 
winter average water usage; not in when you are watering. 
 
Mayor Guernsey asked Mr. Langhelm to meet with representatives from Avalon Woods to 
discuss the list.  He responded by explaining that the comp plans list was generated in 2005-
07; not all projects have been completed, and many are on-going. Asbestos cement 
watermain replacement is an example; you have to replace watermains every 50 years so 
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you have to plan ahead. He added that project cost is related not only to inflation but to 
construction costs as well. 
 
Gretchen Allen  – 6285 Harbor Sunset Lane.  Moved here in January from Sammamish 
which has a healthy reserves; taxes are put to the public. She encouraged Gig Harbor to put 
this to the public and look to other healthy municipalities and ask why this 74% increase over 
six years which is extremely excessive. 
 
Mary McGarry – 9515 31st Ave. Ct. NW.  Ms. McGarry lives one block outside city limits and 
understands that these residents pay 1-1/2 times city rates.  She asked if this taken into 
account with these rate increases. 
 
Mr. Langhelm responded that utilities outside will remain at 1-1/2 times the base rate.  
 
There were no further comments and the public hearing closed at 6:58 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Payne explained that he works in the utility industry. He explained that the 
rate increases since 2005 are due to a lack of management of reserves and rates for a 
number of years. These increases are necessary in order to build and pay for unfunded 
regulatory improvements such as the city was required by state to extend outfall over a mile 
into the sound which was an 8.5 million dollar project. He stressed that we have an 
exceptionally well-run, although expensive, system.  He understands the effects of cost 
increases, especially on those on a fixed income, but said the city has done our best to limit 
the projects, and is trying to maximize assets before replacement.  He encouraged the 
citizens to talk to Mr. Langhelm and learn how the system works.  Clean water and clean 
effluent will cost us now and in the future, and these increases are far less than the double 
digit increases that occurred in the past just to catch up, he said. 
 
Councilmember Malich – asked for clarification on the city policy on low-income rates. Mr. 
Langhelm responded that we have a section for low income utility rate reduction and 
connection fee waiver and delay for citizens 62 years old and older.  These have not 
increased those levels for many years but this ordinance proposes a 12% increase. There 
are less than ½ dozen eligible for this benefit currently, but more may qualify. The Utility Clerk 
educates ratepayers whenever possible. 
 
This will return for a second reading at the July 13th council meeting under Old Business. 
 

3. Dry Sewer Policy in the Urban Growth Area.  Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm 
provided the background for this proposed revision to the city’s dry sewer requirements.  The 
proposal is to only require dry sewers when the sewer lift station that will serve the proposed 
development is operational or under design or construction at the time of development 
application is submitted for approval.  He answered questions. 
 
MOTION: Move to accept the recommended revised dry sewer policy. 
 Payne / Ekberg - unanimously approved. 
 

4. Public Hearing and Resolution No. 998 - Sewer Utility Extension Agreement for Forest 
Lawn Plat.  Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented this resolution for sewer utility 
extension to an eight lot residential subdivision on Skansie Avenue.  He answered questions. 
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Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.  No one came forward to speak and 
so the hearing closed.   
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 998 for a sewer utility extension agreement with 

Radiance Homes, LLC. 
 Payne / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 

5. Public Hearing and Resolution No. 999 - Sewer Basin No. 8/10 Amendment.      
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented this resolution for a technical amendment to 
the city’s 2009 Wastewater Comprehensive Plan to allow an interim sewer discharge point for 
the proposed Fox Run Plat.  He answered Council questions. 
 
Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 7:17 p.m.  No one came forward to speak and 
so the hearing closed.   
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 999 for proposed Wastewater Comprehensive 

Plan Amendment to Basin #8 and #10. 
 Malich / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 

6. Public Hearing and Resolution No. 1000 – Sewer Basin No. 10/11 Amendment.   
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented the background information for this resolution 
that would allow a technical amendment to the Wastewater Comprehensive Plan to transfer 
approximately 17 acres from sewer basin #11 to sewer basin #10. 
 
Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 7:20 p.m.  No one came forward to speak and 
so the hearing closed.   
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 1000 for proposed Wastewater Comprehensive 

Plan Amendments to Basin #10 and #11. 
 Payne / Malich - unanimously approved. 
 

7. Proposals for Use of the Eddon Boatyard House: a) Gig Harbor Boatshop;  b) Gig 
Harbor Canoe & Kayak Club.    

 
Councilmember Ekberg disclosed that his firm provides insurance to the Boatshop and for 
one of the signatories on a letter in support of the GH Canoe and Kayak Club. He said this 
would not impact his decision. 
 
Mayor Guernsey provided the background and overview for these two requests for use of the 
Eddon Boatyard house.  She explained that past practice for decisions regarding waterfront 
usage has been to form a stakeholders committee to meet and come up with 
recommendations. After the open house for the Eddon Boathouse in 2008, nothing was 
brought forward to Council and we need to restart the process in light of these two proposals.  
She said it should also go before the appropriate Council Committee before coming to the full 
Council for decision.  She asked for council to follow that process rather than approving 
anything tonight. She continued to explain that even if we leased the house to either 
organization, it’s only permitted for use as a single-family house and it would take an 
estimated $300,000 to fix it up; none of which has been budgeted. If a lease is approved the 
house will remain unused and the city would be bound to a future use that it may not want, 
and the public has not had the appropriate input. She stressed that we need to work together. 
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She asked for a motion to continue this matter and to go through the processed used at the 
Ancich site and other city properties. 
 
No motion came forward, so Mayor Guernsey called for public comment be allowed before 
Council deliberation.   
 
Alan Anderson – 3225 Shawnee Drive.  Mr. Anderson said the city came through for the 
group last year at Jerisich Park, but it is temporary location that they are making do. He 
voiced concern that after a meeting in which all everyone was asked to get together and 
discuss possibilities, a letter from the Boatyard came out denying the request to meet. 
Another concern is the President of the Boatyard told him there would be no room for the club 
at the Ancich Property because it’s for the commercial fishermen. Mr. Anderson said that they 
continue to be bumped around after 13 years. During those 13 years he has worked with the 
youth, and taught them to dream, work hard, and they will accomplish great things. It is time 
to make a stand. 
 
Adam Bowler – Master Builders.  Mr. Bowler addressed the letter submitted on GFC charges.  
Mayor Guernsey said this would have to wait until public comment. 
 
Helen Barker  - 2512 12th Ct. Fox Island.  Ms. Barker, a parent of a Gig Harbor Canoe and 
Kayak athlete and Marketing Chair for the team, shared her kayak racing experience and 
spoke in support of finding a home for this team.  She talked about the teams’ successes and 
asked Gig Harbor to make finding a home for the team an urgent priority. She said that we 
can cooperatively exist and that these athletes will make the community proud. 
  
Holm Schmidt – 1189 43rd Street.  Mr. Schmidt is the new high performance coach for the 
kayak team. He presented his background. He stressed that you have something nice with 
these 50+ athletes and they deserve to be supported as future role models.  They dream to 
be Olympians, and they need a home; it cannot be done without a safe place where a high-
performance team can be run.  
 
Linda Glein – 3519 Harborview Drive. Ms. Glein addressed the attitude of the Boatshop. She 
asked Council to reconsider and allow the kayak club to temporarily us this space, as there is 
room for both. She watches how hard this group works, and there is clearly no progress 
being made at the Ancich Property.  She asked council to read Gary’s letter and to please 
reconsider. 
 
Richard Pifer – 9322 Milton Avenue.  Mr. Pifer asked Council to please reconsider as he has 
been advised that they don’t have enough support. He said his full proposal was omitted from 
the packet and so he submitted it.  He then talked about Megan Blunk who was in a tragic 
accident in high school, and who this team helped her find her way.  He read letter from Ben 
Cheney Foundation asking council to support the club. He thanked council for their support 
and said he hopes to find a way to share that property. 
 
Kae Paterson – 7311 Stinson Ave.   Ms. Paterson said she has tremendous respect for both 
organizations. What the Canoe and Kayak Club is doing for kids is wonderful, but she has 
real heart for the Gig Harbor Boatshop. When the city passed a levy to purchase the 
property, and the Gig Harbor Boatshop programming is what that levy was all about. There 
has to be room in the harbor for both of them in the harbor, but maybe not at the same 
property. 
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David Crocker. – 7127 30th Street.  Mr. Crocker said daughter is on the team and talked 
about the perception whether there is room for all the kids at the Eddon Boat site.  He talked 
about their energy, and stressed that these are good kids with great grades.   They do a great 
job and are supported and led by Alan and others who are committed to raising kids with 
great discipline and character.  The idea that there’s no room; he just doesn’t see it. He sees 
kids working hard, putting in a ton of effort. These kids will respect rules and Alan will make 
sure they do so.  He asked to give them some help. He said that the other issue is they don’t 
have time to raise money for a new facility on their own.  He talked about their successes and 
asked the city to please help them out. 
 
Avery Bevin – 13715 Goodrich Drive.  Mr. Bevin said any time you can get 50 kids to be quiet 
for two hours listening to stormwater budgeting forecast, you know they are going to be good 
stewards of a facility. Mr. Bevin said that youth sports teach good characteristics that are 
lacking today.  He talked about how we make decisions that affect the future and asked what 
kind of kind of legacy we want to leave. These kids are the people that will make this a great 
community great now and in the years to come. They make us proud by winning national 
championships.  The Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team served hundreds of youths, 
but they need a place to grow. There is no more worthy group to use this vacant building. It is 
up to us to support our children, and create a meaningful legacy. 
 
Stephanie Lile  - 5227 Bering Street.  Ms. Lile serves on the Board of the Boatshop. She said 
that they support these athletes 100%; the question is the practicalities of use of the site. It’s 
more than a year away from being able to use the house.  The Boatshop sees the future of 
the site as historic and community use site; this is the combined lease proposal they have put 
forward. She asked that the city respect their lease for the boatshop, dock, and float. She 
mentioned again the serious space restraints adding that their combined proposal and 
proposal to manage the site for community use is to make sure to manage safety issues. This 
will allow them to keep one side of the dock open to the public. The clean-up site adds to the 
constraints and the floats cannot be expanded.  It’s not that they don’t support the club; it’s 
more of the convergence of activities. The traffic is horrible; there are lots of issues. They 
have great support for the team to locate at Ancich. 
 
Bob Martin – 5918 78th Ave. NW.  Mr. Martin asked if Council intended to make a decision 
tonight, then commented that his understanding is the lease doesn’t include all the property 
and so the city has made a decision that the property is to be shared. We have a program 
with proven value and he is proud of a program with three national winners. He doesn’t kayak 
and has no personal connection but we should be proud as a community. He asked that any 
decision be fair to all parties and will build friendships and be beneficial to the entire 
community. There is room to share, and this property should be shared. 
 
Bryse Paffile  - 1020 Hyak Drive, Fox Island – Mr. Paffile said he is testimony of the Gig 
Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team as he went through the program.   He described his 
history with the team and said it’s been quite an amazing experience. He described how the 
program has made such a difference in his life. He shared how the team has helped with 
trash cleanup and directing traffic, saying they try and keep their boats contained in the park. 
He thanked Council for the opportunity to be in the park, and asked to allow them to have a 
home that will allow them to grow, to have a solid base, and will allow them to help in the 
community.  He is also a tour guide at GH Rent a Boat and he points out the boats and 
kayaks and how we can preserve what we have making way for the future. 

Consent Agenda - 1 

7 of 12

avca://CITY-ADMIN3/Shared%20(City-admin3users)/AVCA%20Recordings/2015-06-22/City%20Council_2015-06-22_05-30-00%20PM@02:12:35
avca://CITY-ADMIN3/Shared%20(City-admin3users)/AVCA%20Recordings/2015-06-22/City%20Council_2015-06-22_05-30-00%20PM@02:15:34
avca://CITY-ADMIN3/Shared%20(City-admin3users)/AVCA%20Recordings/2015-06-22/City%20Council_2015-06-22_05-30-00%20PM@02:19:13
avca://CITY-ADMIN3/Shared%20(City-admin3users)/AVCA%20Recordings/2015-06-22/City%20Council_2015-06-22_05-30-00%20PM@02:21:29
avca://CITY-ADMIN3/Shared%20(City-admin3users)/AVCA%20Recordings/2015-06-22/City%20Council_2015-06-22_05-30-00%20PM@02:23:20


Page 8 of 12 
 

 
Lita Dawn Stanton – 1722 Sullivan Drive. Ms. Stanton said that the Kayak Club is an amazing 
group and we are fortunate to have such a robust organization in the community with the 
ability to get national attention. She referred to article about Home Schmidt stressing that 
there is no question that this club will continue to grow; adding that they deserve a space in 
Gig Harbor. She commented that Council made a commitment in 2006 with the bond to 
purchase the land and save the building and its traditional use for boat building; that did not 
include recreational boating. As tenant, Gig Harbor Boatshop is doing what was promised. 
Their lease and proposal submitted in 2013 is for low intensity use of the house and 
preserves use for public space.  If you put another organization in there, open public use is 
gone. She said that asking both organizations to share Eddon Boat Park is not feasible.  She 
suggested asking engineering to check the feasibility of the intensity of use at that corner, 
and whether adding another float on a clean-up site is feasible before making a decision that 
could pit one organization against the other.  She asked Council to honor the Boatshop lease 
and look at what’s realistic for site.   
 
Eric Carlson – 5327 78th Ave NW. Mr. Carlson, Vice President of GH Boatshop, shared a 
message from Guy Hoppen regarding the Council’s vote a decade ago to save the house as 
an historic extension of the boatshop site. This vote came about at the advice of the state’s 
preeminent historic structures expert, Michael Sullivan.  The proposal before Council tonight 
integrates Mr. Sullivan’s advice and the Boatshop’s vision for the house to become a multiple 
use waterfront venue for all the citizens. They have been methodical and patient in their 
approach to the Eddon site, funding quite a bit themselves. They are not afraid to continue to 
fund the infrastructure and will continue to meet their obligations while doing their best to help 
get the house ready to use. They asked the city to maintain the Eddon Boatyard at its unique 
working waterfront site by approving their proposal. 
 
Nani Woodard   3604 East Roosevelt Drive. Ms. Woodard explained that she is an athlete on 
the Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team.  She said that prior to this, she belonged to 
a swim team that also didn’t have a home; but they made do.  Multiple Olympic athletes came 
from that swim team but the team barely exists because they have no home and no support. 
The Canoe and Kayak team has the potential to produce Olympic athletes, and she would 
hate to see that fall apart.  She urged the city to let them have a home. 
 
Nigel Davey  – 7810 Stinson Avenue.  Mr. Davey retired here two years ago because Gig 
Harbor is a wonderful place and they fell in love with the essence.  He explained that the 
dock at the Boatshop is 17 x 25 feet and already has a large boat for that size moored there.  
The Porpoise fills the site and so there is no room left for a bunch of kayaks. He stressed that 
the kayak club does a fantastic job; they are an enormous success and work incredibly hard. 
They should have a space, but not the Gig Harbor Boathouse. It is on us to find them a 
home.  He suggested that the city raise another bond to find a place for them, to explore 
ways to get them what they deserve. 
 
Ken Lund – 2204 State Game Access, Crescent Lake.   Mr. Lund observed that Council 
didn’t respond to the Mayor’s plea which he said was disheartening.  He commented that he 
is a huge supporter of the Boatshop, and referred to comments about too much density, 
saying that he has not seen it. He suggested a traffic study to validate whether there is 
overuse of the site. He said it’s interesting we talk about supporting a vision of past verses 
supporting the youth of our future. His family had made the decision to move out of Gig 
Harbor because this community doesn’t supports youth like others they have lived in.  He 
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urged Council that before you make a decision to not just support the past, but to support the 
future generations of this community. 
 
Kathryn Henson - lives outside city limits.  Ms. Henson, an athlete on the kayak team, talked 
about her experience with the sport.  She said it inspired her to do more and gave her the 
drive to do better in school. When she started they were in the parking lot with a trailer and 
they all worked to keep it clean and continue to do so. They do beach cleanups and they’ve 
kept the community nice. It’s sad they don’t have a home, but their home is where they go 
and work. It would be really nice to have a forever home. 
 
Jack Bujacich – 3607 Ross Avenue.  Mr. Bujacich said he was the one who originally 
suggested a bond to save Eddon Boat Property as it was slated to become a subdivision. 
Mayor Wilbert was opposed at first but he suggested to leave it up to the citizens to decide. 
He gave a brief history of the site, and said he likes the Mayor’s suggestion of a committee. 
He stressed that no one considers parking; there is none at either site mentioned tonight. He 
owns property in the area and doesn’t know where you will put cars. The kayakers do a great 
job; it’s a fantastic youth program.  The kayaks are stored at the Skansie Park, and at times 
they are stacked all over the park.  He asked if the taxpayers obligated to support buildings 
for private organizations, and what the lease options will be.    
 
There were no further public comments.  Mayor Guernsey turned it over to Council for 
discussion.   
 
Councilmember Payne responded to several of the public comments. He provided the some 
background for the purchase of the Ancich property and future plans which include public 
direction for this as the site for people powered vessels.  He talked about support for both 
organizations and a desire to work together to find a permanent home for the kayak club, 
suggesting that it might be time for another bond. 
 
Councilmember Lovrovich also talked about the vision for Eddon Boat and Anich Park and 
offered her support for the Ancich site to be a home for the club. She said she doesn’t want to 
waste time on Eddon Boat as it’s such a constrained site, but rather would invest time in a 
home at the Ancich Waterfront Park. 
 
Councilmember Perrow discussed his involvement when the recommendation to open the 
Eddon Boathouse up for public use came about but never happened due to lack of funding. 
He talked about the challenges of the site and increase in non-motorized vessels. He shared 
his experience with the Crystal Mountain Ski Club which accomplished great things through 
adversity and also without a permanent site.  He said Skansie Park is not an ideal solution 
but better than the parking lot. He credited Councilmember Lovrovich for efforts to bring the 
parties together for a solution at the Ancich Waterfront Park. He talked about the continuing 
efforts to obtain grants and the challenges at the Eddon Boat Park site.  He stressed that he 
is open to solutions at the Skansie site to meet the demand; this is a top priority and he us 
committed to finding a permanent home. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg stressed that the city has tried to support kayak club at Skansie Park 
and Jerisich Dock.  In response to comments on sharing, he said the Boatshop proposal 
does more to share the house with the community.  He talked about the evening when the 
public told Council they couldn’t allow Eddon Boat to be demolished and the resulting bond 
issue that allowed it to be saved.  He voiced his concern that the city acquires property but 
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we don’t have money to make the necessary improvements. The public should have access 
to these properties and so it’s time to put together a parks bond issue to go out for the money 
for these wonderful organizations and opportunities for the rest of the public to enjoy.  He 
said he would be happy to get behind this effort; it was successful before and we can’t just 
wait for grant money, we have to do this ourselves. 
 
Councilmember Arbenz   said that it is great to see so much energy and passion behind city 
issues. He said that in regards to buildings or premises, there is a tendency for government 
to either do nothing or to do too much to the expense of doing it well. We do have something 
going well and we don’t want to disrupt that. What the kids do is incredible; he is committed to 
a healthy lifestyle and so he fully supports this group. In this case it doesn’t seem to be the 
right move at this time.  
 
Councilmember Malich agreed with the position that the Boatshop is the reason we have 
Eddon Boat Park, and the house.  He remembers fighting to keep the house.  He originally 
supported the idea of the kayak club locating there until he found out all the constraints. He 
said he supports the Boatshop use of the house. He then talked about monetary support for 
the kayak club to build a permanent spot. He spoke in favor of a park bond for the Ancich 
Waterfront Park. Taxpayers will resist and so it has to be restrained and said he supports a 
stakeholders committee.  
 
MOTION: Move to accept the Eddon Boat proposal. 
  Lovrovich / Malich – unanimously approved. 
 
After addressing questions, Mayor Guernsey said she would work with staff to bring back a 
resolution in support of a bond effort for the Ancich Property. 
 

8. Skansie Netshed Grant Contract Approval.  City Administrator Ron Williams presented 
this agreement to transfer the rights and obligations of the Heritage Capital Projects grant 
from Coastal Heritage Alliance to the City of Gig Harbor.  He addressed questions. 
 
John Moist 3323 Harborview Drive.  Mr. Moist, Treasurer of the Skansie Netshed Foundation, 
reported on the successful Salmon Dinner effort. He asked city to allow leeway to allow them 
to open the netshed during concerts and Farmer’s Market so not to lose momentum.   
 
Mr. Williams said that the next step is to issue a Request for Proposals. He asked about 
amendments suggested by the state before approval.  Staff was directed to hold the RFP 
open for ten business days after State approval of the RFP. 
 
MOTION: Move to approve and authorize the Mayor to execute a contract with the 

Washington State Historical Society to complete work on a grant at the 
Skansie Netshed amended to remove the language in No. 4 related to the 
Commencement Boat Tours. 

 Payne / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 
Council concurred that they would like the Tourism Department to work with the Skansie 
Netshed Foundation to open the netshed until the RFP is finalized.   
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
1. Pierce County Comprehensive Plan Amendments.  Jennifer Kester summarized the 

Pierce County Comprehensive Plan Periodic update process called Realize 2030.  She noted 
that staff had reviewed the proposal which is currently at Council Committee and had no 
concerns.  She highlighted the Purdy Interchange LLC land use map amendment (Application 
M-5) explaining that the proposal includes changing employment center designations around 
Peninsula High School and Purdy Elementary to a Mixed Use designation as that is more 
appropriate due to topography and critical areas on that land.  
 

2. Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase II Expansion Budget.   City Administrator Ron 
Williams reported that the project came in $137,451.00 under budget and ahead of schedule 
largely due to efforts by the Engineering Department and Engineering Inspection Supervisor 
George Flannigan. 
 

3. Tree Removal on Soundview Drive.  Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm reported 
that a tree located at Autumn Crest needs to come down immediately due to laminated root 
rot. It will be challenging due to busy roadway, and so they plan on hiring a contractor.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Adam Boler  - Master Builders Association. Mr. Boler addressed impact fees. He asked the 
city to move the vesting date for impact fees or GFC charges to the date the preliminary plat 
is submitted.   He said the other issue is to ask the city to consider early adoption of the 
policy with the option for deferment of impact fees that is slated for September 1, 2016. This 
would be a tremendous help to small builders. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Mayor Guernsey gave an update on US Open which was a great event. She thanked 
everyone who participated. She recognized Tourism and Communications Manager Karen 
Scott and Al Abbott.  
 
Al Abbott said that the preliminary report said that the shuttle made over $20,000.  
 
Councilmember Lovrovich said the Farmer’s Market has been fabulous.  She asked for 
volunteer support to help vendors set up and break down. She then mentioned the Downtown 
Waterfront Walking Tour on Saturday at 10:00 a.m. that has been very successful. 
 
Councilmember Payne encouraged everyone to come to the Market. He also mentioned the 
US Open and the final trophy presentation to Jordon Speith in which he mentioned that his 
caddy is from Gig Harbor. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg said the caddy’s wife was in his wife’s kindergarten class. He then 
talked about the Gig Harbor Garden Tour to support literacy. 
 
Councilmember Malich asked if there would be a published report on the economic impact of 
the US Open.  
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Civic Center closed on Friday July 3rd in observance in Independence Day. 
2. Planning/Building Committee: Mon. Jul 6th CANCELLED. 
3. Public Works Committee: Mon. Jul 13th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN:  The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                          
Tim Payne, Mayor Pro Tem   Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 
OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 

 
 

Whereas, Colonel Daniel E. Soller entered the United States Army as a 
Distinguished Military Graduate from the University of Notre Dame in 1990; and  

 
Whereas, Colonel Daniel E. Soller served in Afghanistan, Iraq, Germany, and  

the United States; and  
 

Whereas, Colonel Daniel E. Soller has commanded the 201s Battlefield 
Surveillance Brigade at Joint Base Lewis-McChord since 2013; and  

Whereas, Colonel Daniel E. Soller has received numerous major awards and 
decorations including the Bronze Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters (OLC), 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with three OLC, Army 
Commendation Medal with OLC, Army Achievement Medal with two OCL, the 
Ranger Tab, the Expert Infantryman Badge, the Airborne Badge, and NATO Medals 
(Bosnia and Afghanistan); and  

Whereas, Colonel Daniel E. Soller has been a valued member of the Gig 
Harbor community by engaging our citizens and the government of Gig Harbor and 
Pierce County and has participated in many civic functions; and  

Whereas, Colonel Daniel E. Soller has been an outstanding representative of 
the United States Army to all citizens of Gig Harbor;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor Jill Guernsey and the  
City Council of the City of Gig Harbor do hereby acknowledge the outstanding 
service of Colonel Daniel E. Soller as the Commander of the 201st Battlefield 
Surveillance Brigade and we wish him Godspeed in his continued assignments in 
service to our Nation.  
 
In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the City of 
Gig Harbor to be affixed this 13th day of July, 2015. 
 
  
 
              
              Jill Guernsey, Mayor        Date  
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MINUTES 
CITY OF GIG HARBOR  

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
RESCHEDULED MEETING DATE: 
Monday, June 15, 2015 – 3:00 p.m. 
Public Works Conference Room 

                                            
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Utility Rate Review – Ashley Emery / Peninsula Financial Consulting.   
Ashley Emery provided an update on the proposed GFC and Utility Rates 
increases that included the existing facilities component. He stated that the 
capital component has gone up since adding the PW Operations building 
however the recommendation has been to keep the numbers as originally 
proposed.  
 
Mr. Emery addressed Councilmember Malich’s question on how the rates are 
balanced between GFCs and monthly utility rates and explained that it is based 
on two premises: its either growth or non-growth related, and it is based on 
guidelines by the state and industry. He used an annual growth rate of 1.3 and 
stated that it is a valid target for the six-year period.  
 
Councilmember Ekberg asked if it is necessary to do a rate analysis every six 
years as opposed to doing minor rate increases each year.  Mr. Emery stressed 
that the best planning practice is a ten-year analysis that looks ahead at the 
forecasts of all of the utilities. He stated that it is good to be competitive and 
important to look at the city’s current needs. If the city allows the reserves to go 
too low it creates a financially dangerous situation. He gave a simple funding 
analogy using the construction of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 as 
being the car and the construction of a new lift station as being the tires and said 
it is good to finance the car but pay for the tires with reserves. 
 
Mr. Langhelm said that two public informational sessions were held on May 27 
for GFCs with six people from the development community in attendance and on 
June 2 for the monthly rate payers whereby seven people attended. 
 
The public hearing and first reading of the ordinance is scheduled on June 22, 
2015 with a proposed effective date of August 3, 2015 for 2015 and then January 
1 for the next 5 years.   
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NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Wastewater Comprehensive Plan Amendments:  Sewer Basin # 8, #10, and 
#11.  
Public Works Director Langhelm introduced two technical amendments to the 
city’s 2009 Wastewater Comprehensive Plan related to sewer basin #8, #10, and 
#11. The first amendment is related to the proposed Fox Run Plat with is a 6.98-
acre residential plat that consists of 23 single family lots located on 38th Avenue 
and located in sewer basin #10 which is obligated to construct lift station #10, as 
there is currently not a sewer lift station to serve the plat. The developer John 
Holmaas has requested an interim measure to allow the Plat to discharge to 
sewer basin #8. Mr. Langhelm stated that in 2008, as part of the city’s 56 
Street/Olympic Drive Improvement Project, the city installed over $200,000 worth 
of dry sewer mains that are intended to serve plats along 38th Avenue, including 
the Fox Run Plat. This requested amendment would greatly reduce the likelihood 
of the city’s investment ever being utilized.  He further explained that a dry sewer 
would be required to be built and homeowners would be required to connect to 
Lift Station #10 when it is constructed.  Councilmember Ekberg expressed 
concerns for future homebuyers who could be very surprised to find out that they 
are expected to pay to hook up at the time Lift Station #10 is built.  An agreement 
and notation on the actual Plat was discussed.   
 
The Public Works Committee recommended to proceed forward with this 
comprehensive plan amendment. Mr. Langhelm stated that he would prepare a 
resolution which would be presented to full city council at the June 22nd council 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Langhelm then introduced a second amendment to the Wastewater Comp 
Plan which is from city staff.  He explained that this amendment due to the 
installation of the deep sewer line installed by the city in 2008 as part of the 56th 
Street/Olympic Drive Improvement Project would relocate the sewer basin line 
that would separate sewer basin #10 and #11. The deep sewer line allows 
collection from a larger sewer basin to the south than originally anticipated.   
 
The Public Works Committee recommended to proceed forward with this second 
comprehensive plan amendment. Mr. Langhelm stated that he would prepare a 
resolution which would be presented to full city council at the June 22nd council 
meeting. 
 

2. Forest Lawn Utility Extension Agreement.  
Mr. Langhelm presented a request from a utility extension agreement for eight 
sewer connections from Radiance Homes, LLC to extend city sewer along 46th 
Avenue (Skansie Ave.) to the proposed Forest Lawn Plat. He explained that this 
Plat would connect to the city’s existing gravity sewer main at the Skansie/Hunt 
Street intersection to the city’s recently constructed lift station at this intersection.  
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Mr. Langhelm said that he suggested that they consider annexing into the city.  
The developer would be required to pay 1.5 times the monthly sewer rates and 
General Facilities Charges.  The developer was not interested in annexing.   
 
The Public Works Committee recommended proceeding forward with the 
proposed utility extension agreement that will be presented to full council on June 
22nd.   
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
 

 
ADJOURN: 
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