
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
January 25, 2016 

 5:30 p.m. 



 
AGENDA 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
January 25, 2016 – Council Chambers 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Jan. 11, 2016. 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion Liquor Licenses (12) for the Downtown 

Waterfront Alliance Sip & Stroll Event.  
3. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Catholic Schools Week Proclamation. 
4. Receive and File: a) Public Works Committee Minutes Dec. 14, 2015; b) Parks 

Commission Minutes Dec. 12, 2015; c) 2015 Fourth Quarter Financial Report; d) 
Boards & Commissions Candidate Review Minutes Jan. 19, 2016; e) City Council 
Worksession Minutes Jan. 11, 2016. 

5. Wastewater Treatment Plant and Collection System On-Call Engineering Services – 
Professional Services Contract - Advanced Industrial Automation Corporation. 

6. Resolution No. 1024 – Holly Circle Final Plat. 
7. Appointments to Lodging Tax Advisory Committee. 
8. Approval of Payment of Bills Jan. 25, 2016: Checks #80274 through #80285 and 

#80330 through 80382 in the amount of $607,275.51. 
 

PRESENTATIONS: 
1. Catholic Schools Week Proclamation – Amy Unruh  
2. Fire District #5 – Chief John Burgess – Impacts of Growth. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing – 2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket. 
2. Public Hearing and Resolution No.1025 in Support of Peninsula School District No. 

401 Special Election Continuation Levy. 
3. Resolution No. 1026 Harborview Drive Street Vacation – View Point Development 

LLC. 
4. Fire Inspection Contract.  
5. Art Locations Recommendation. 
6. GHAC 2016 Work Plan. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  

1. Legislative Update, Ron Williams 
2. Lift Station 12 Update, Jeff Langhelm 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Public Works Committee: Mon. Feb. 8th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Open House – Asian Gypsy Moth – Wed. Feb. 17th at 5:30 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 
 
 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special 
accommodations please contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
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MINUTES 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
January 11, 2016 – Council Chambers 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
Mayor Guernsey, Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, Lovrovich, Payne, and 
Kadzik. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
SWEARING IN CEREMONY:   
 
Mayor Guernsey asked Rahna Lovrovich, Ken Malich, and Michael Perrow all to come 
forward. She administered the Oath of Office to all three Councilmembers. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Dec. 14, 2015.  
2. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals: Thai Hut Thai & Asian Cuisine, The Inn at Gig 

Harbor, Brix 25 Restaurant, Fondi, Ikonos Real Greek Souvlaki, Lunchbox Laboratory, 
Lele at Gig Harbor;    b) Application: Cutters Point Coffee;   c) Assumption: 
Haggen to Safeway;    d) Renewals: El Pueblito, Discovery Village, Finholm’s 
Grocery, 7 Seas Brewing, Gig Harbor Liquor & Wine, Domo Sushi, and Blazing Onion;   
  e) Assumption: Forza.  

3. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth: Human Resources, Administration, and Court – 
Worksession Minutes December 14, 2015.   

4. Resolution 1022 – Public Works Surplus Equipment.   
5. Critical Area Review Consultant Services Contract.   
6. Costtree Software Licensing Agreement.  
7. Federal and State Lobbyists Contract Renewal.   
8. Hearing Examiner Consultant Services Contract.   
9. Fire Investigation Services.   
10. Approval of Payment of Bills Dec. 28, 2015: Checks #80069 through #80173 in the 

amount of $313,360.79. 
11. Approval of Payment of Bills for the 2015 Budget for Jan.11, 2016: Checks #80174 

through #80260 in the amount of $858,277.93. 
12. Approval of Payment of Bills for the 2016 Budget for Jan.11, 2016: Checks #80261 

through #80273 in the amount of $44,535.90. 
13. Approval of Payroll for the month of December, 2015: Checks #7618 through #7631 and 

direct deposits in the amount of $372,282.90. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Ekberg / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
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NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Resolution No. 1023 – Adopting an Official City Song.     Mayor Guernsey 
announced that former Mayor Gretchen Wilbert’s family members are present in the audience 
for this resolution honoring her wishes to adopt an official city song.  “Under a Gig Harbor 
Moon” was played for the audience prior to the motion to adopt. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt “Under a Gig Harbor Moon” as the official City Song by Resolution 

No. 1023. 
  Kadzik / Payne - unanimously approved. 
 

2. Cartegraph Licensing Agreement.       Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm 
presented the background on this software that the city already uses to track infrastructure. He 
explained that this new agreement would add additional modules and users. 

 
MOTION: Move to authorize the Mayor to execute a purchasing agreement with Cartegraph 

Systems, Inc., in the amount of $51,427.60 plus applicable Washington State 
Sales Tax. 

  Payne / Malich - unanimously approved   
 

3. Department of Assigned Counsel – Amendment to Contract.   
City Administrator Ron Williams introduced this contract amendment for public defense 
services. 
 
Councilmember Arbenz abstained from the vote as he has dealings with the department. 
 
MOTION: Move to authorize the Mayor to sign the amendment to the Assigned Counsel 

Agreement with Pierce County. 
  Payne / Kadzik -  
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
 
City Administrator Ron Williams explained that the city received an award for our successful 
National Night Out program.  Gig Harbor has moved into position number 9 in the Nation. He 
congratulated all the agencies that make this such an outstanding event, and presented the 
award to Mayor Guernsey. 
 
Administrator Williams then announced that Senior Planner, Lindsey Sehmel, would be 
presenting the Harbor Element Implementation Plan to the Downtown Waterfront Alliance on 
January 20th at Anthony’s. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Jeni Woock – 3412 Lewis Street, Citizens for the Preservation of Gig Harbor.  Ms. Woock 
congratulated Councilmember Malich for his re-election, citing his many positive attributes, and 
his willingness to listen to the people and voting accordingly.  
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MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Perrow  recognized Officer Michael Allen for jumping into the bay to rescue a 
dog in trouble, and all the other times he has gone above and beyond to rescue animals. 
 
Councilmember Malich  thanked Jeni for her kind words and defended the Mayor and other 
Councilmembers saying they believe in they are doing the right thing when they vote. He said 
he wants to keep growth down and preserve the history of the town, and will continue to work 
towards that.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Boards and Candidate Review: Tue. Jan 19th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Council Retreat: Sat. Jan. 23rd – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
3. Intergovernmental Affairs: Mon. Jan 25th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN TO WORKSESSION:  Impacts of Growth - City Revenue Sources 
 
Council adjourned to a workstudy session at 5:55 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________  __________________________________ 
Jill Guernsey, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF GIG HARBOR  

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, December 14, 2015 – 4:00 p.m. 

Public Works Conference Room 
                                            
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Council Member – Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member – Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member – Ken Malich: Present 
Public Works Director – Jeff Langhelm: Present 
City Engineer – Stephen Misiurak: Present 
Senior Engineer – Emily Appleton: Present 
Public Works Superintendent – Greg Foote: Present 
Executive Assistant – Maureen Whitaker: Present 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of November 9, 2015 Minutes  
The Minutes of November 9, 2015 were approved with one correction to New Business Item 
#1 Skansie Netshed Uses Discussion, paragraph 5: The Skansie Netshed Foundation’s annual 
fund raising event was discussed and the Public Works Committee recommended to take 
whatever measures were required to mitigate for fire suppression and to prohibit allow more 
than 50 people in the netshed at any one time. 

OLD BUSINESS: none 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Crosswalk Flag Proposal.  
City Engineer Steve Misiurak stated that he researched available studies with the City of 
Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) and contacted the City of Port Orchard 
who inherited a state highway with a pedestrian-carried road crossing flag program and 
after reviewing these studies and analyzing their applicability to the existing conditions 
within the City and specifically both intersections and mid-block crossings along Borgen 
Boulevard, he did not recommend sanctioning the use of pedestrian-carried road 
crossing flags.  He referred to the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), 
published by the Federal Highway Administration that sets minimum standards and 
provides guidance, ensuring uniformity of traffic control devices, which does not 
recognize the flagged system as a formal traffic control device.  Mr. Misiurak said that 
using the flags could give pedestrians a false sense of security.  He recommended that 
the City continue the existing program to install Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacons 
(RRFB) systems, as these systems are MUTCD compliant and he would like to continue 
installing them at intersections and/or selected mid-block locations throughout the city 
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as funding is available.  Public Works Superintendent Greg Foote stated that currently 
six systems have been ordered with four to be installed at the roundabout at Borgen 
and 51st Street (McDonalds/Target/Home Depot area), one at the lower section of 
Stinson Avenue and one at upper Soundview Drive.  Mr. Foote added that it typically 
takes four months for the systems to be manufactured and delivered. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg recommended accelerating the RRFB program and moving it 
up on the priority list.  Mr. Foote said that his department’s plate is full and is able to 
install the six systems in 2016.  Mr. Foote also stated that when installing a RRFB 
system, the pedestrian crossing button is placed facing traffic so the pedestrian has to 
look at oncoming traffic before crossing.   
 
Councilmember Malich recommended that one system be installed at the end of the 
Cushman Trail on Borgen Boulevard.  Discussion ensued about the hazards of a 
crossing at this location and other alternatives were discussed.  
 
Councilmember Lovrovich asked if reducing the speed limit may help.    
 

2. Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
Senior Engineer Emily Appleton presented the 2016-2021 Six-Year TIP.  She stated 
that this year a much more vigorous analysis was done due to the 2015 Comprehensive 
Plan update. The city’s travel demand model and the estimated short and long range 
growth was completed to evaluate future levels of service at both intersections and on 
roadway segments. Non-motorized improvements were also reviewed.  Ms. Appleton 
explained that using the results of the analysis and review, and with input from several 
public meetings with the Planning Commission, the short and long range projects lists in 
the Transportation Element of the Comprehensive Plan were updated to address future 
problem areas and local priorities. The short term projects added were: 

• Hunt Street Crossing at SR16 (previously listed on the long-range project list) 
• Harborview Drive / Stinson Ave. Intersection Improvements – currently 

conceptualized as a traversable roundabout (previously listed on the long-range 
project list) 

• Harborview Drive / Pioneer Way Non-motorized Improvements (pedestrian 
improvements, including possible pedestrian signal or RRFB installation) 

• Hunt Street / 38th Ave. Intersection Improvements – currently conceptualized as a 
modern roundabout (previously on the long-range project list) 
 

There were several suggestions given by the PW Committee and discussion followed. 
No changes were made to the list, however Mr. Misiurak said that the TIP could always 
be amended at a future date.  

 
3. Purchasing and Small Works Contracts Approval Thresholds. 

Mr. Langhelm provided background on the city’s current purchasing and contracting 
process that gives City Council sole authority for approval per Resolution No. 593. To 
streamline the contracting and purchasing process, Mr. Langhelm proposed the 
purchasing resolution to be revised to authorize either the Public Works Director, or the 
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Mayor or City Administrator to approve purchases or contracts based on a set dollar 
amount. He explained that this authorization would only be allowed in circumstances 
when a purchase or contract has already been authorized in the current budget and 
when a purchase or contract does not exceed the amount identified in the budget.  
 
The majority of the Public Works Committee felt that Mr. Langhelm’s proposal provided 
more efficiency when items and services were already approved in the budget. It was 
noted that there is already a good checks and balances system in place within the 
Finance Department and Mr. Langhelm added that any unbudgeted purchases would 
still need to be presented to full Council for approval as usual.  Councilmember Ekberg 
said that he was surprised that the city did not have a central purchasing agent. 
Councilmember Ekberg also suggested that if the Public Works Committee was in favor 
of this proposal to take it to full Council as it may be helpful for other department heads. 
Councilmember Malich was not in favor of the proposal.   
 

4. Street Light LED Retrofits. 
Public Works Superintendent Greg Foote stated that he and his maintenance crew 
supported the cost-saving conversion of the street lights from metal halide lamps to LED 
lamps, due to the electricity savings and maintenance cost savings.  He said that they 
are realizing a 2-6 year payback depending on the assumptions.  Mr. Foote explained 
that there are approximately 800 street lights in the city and a vast majority are still 
halide.  The maintenance staff are currently converting 25 lights per year. 
 
Mr. Langhelm said that the Public Works Department is requesting the $40,000 funding 
for the original LED streetlight retrofit program be appropriated for the 2015-2106 
budget cycle. Councilmember Ekberg said that the sooner that we can accelerate this 
the better. City Engineer Steve Misiurak said that the city is very interested in applying 
for the new Relight Washington, a Transportation Improvement Board grant program 
that will help fund the retrofit kits.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: January 11, 2106 
 
ADJOURN: 
The meeting adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
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 MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION 

Wednesday, December 2, 2015 – 5:30 p.m. 
Community Rooms A/B 

                                            
 

 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Parks Commissioner - John Skansi: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Christine Hewitson: Absent (excused) 
Parks Commissioner - Sara McDaniel: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Nicole Hicks: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Gregg Vermillion: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Rick Offner: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Robyn Denson: Present 
Staff - Terri Reed: Present 
Staff - Jeff Langhelm: Present 
Staff - Greg Foote: Present 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of November 4, 2015 Minutes  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:  Hicks / Vermillion – unanimously approved. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Totem Pole Location Recommendation - Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm 
showed photo representations of the totem pole at eleven different possible 
locations on the Civic Center property.  The Parks Commission members 
discussed the details of several preferences. 
 
MOTION: Move to recommend that the totem pole be located at the Civic Center 
at position #8 (near the skate park) with an alternative recommendation for 
position #1 (near Civic Center entrance up on the edge of the green, by bench).  
McDaniel / Vermillion - unanimously approved. 

 
2. Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan Update – Emily Terrell gave a 

presentation covering the final survey results and how they relate to Gig Harbor’s 
changing demographic.  Each Parks Commissioner was emailed a link to files 
containing the first couple of chapters of the PROS Plan including the survey 
results and the existing Goals and Policies from the 2010 Plan. They were asked 
to review the materials to date and think about how the existing goals and 
policies meet with the needs expressed from the survey. Commissioners should 
email comments about the goals and policies to Ms. Terrell. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 
PARK UPDATES:  

Public Works Director Langhelm informed the Parks Commission that the City had been 
awarded a grant in the amount of $8M from the State Transportation Improvement 
Board for the Harbor Hill Road Expansion Project. Progress on the Harbor Hill Road 
Expansion project will help determine the size of any future addition to the Harbor Hill 
Park property. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

ADJOURN: 

MOTION: to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. 
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Minutes 
Boards and Commissions  

Candidate Review  
 

January 19, 2016   4:00 p.m.      Exec. Conference Room 
 

 
 
 

Call to Order: 
Councilmember Lovrovich 
Councilmember Kadzik 
Shawna Wise 
 
New Business: 
 
1.  Interview Candidates for Lodging Tax Advisory Commission 
 Jannae Mitton – Ms. Mitton shared that she feels the LTAC meetings are informative and 
she would be interested in seeing a balance sheet of expenditures. She explained that business 
was great before, during and after the U.S. Open and is looking forward to more opportunities to 
have year-round tourists stay at the Maritime Inn. 
 Thomas Drohan – Mr. Drohan explained he likes being on the LTAC as it is a cohesive 
group from all areas of business.  He shared that his business is expanding to include longer tours 
and is hopeful that this will result in overnight stays in Gig Harbor.   
 
After the interviews, Councilmembers discussed the applicants and the following 
motion was made:  
 
MOTION:  Move to re-appoint Thomas Drohan and Jannae Mitton to the Lodging Tax 
Advisory Commission.    
Kadzik / Lovrovich – two votes yes.  

 
Adjourn 4:35 pm 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSTUDY SESSION 

January 11, 2016 – Council Chambers 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
 

1. Impacts of Growth – City Revenue Sources.    
 
City Administrator Ron Williams gave a brief introduction to this session.  Finance 
Director David Rodenbach presented the information on General Revenue Sources: 
 
Current Revenue Sources 
 

o Sales Tax: 
 Retail 
 Parks Sales & Use Tax 
 Criminal Justice Sales Tax 

 
o Property Tax 

 
o Utility Business and Occupation Taxes 

 
o Gambling Tax 

 
o Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) 

 
o License, Permits, and Fees 

 Franchise Fees 
 Business License 
 Building Permit Fees 

 
o State-Shared Revenues 

 Liquor Receipts 
 Motor Vehicle Fuel Excise Tax 

 
 

o Charges for Services 
 Planning & Development Fees 
 Fines & Forfeitures 
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Potential Revenue Enhancements 
  

o Property Tax 
o Excess Levy 
o Utility Business and Occupation Taxes 
o Admission Tax 
o Transportation Benefit District 
o Business and Occupation Tax 

 
Director Rodenbach addressed questions and comments.  Mayor Guernsey as that staff 
bring back more information on refuse taxes and fees. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg asked for more information on Transportation Benefit Districts. 
 
There were no further comments and the meeting adjourned. 
 
ADJOURN:   The workstudy session adjourned at 6:24 p.m. 
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