
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
April 11, 2016 

 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

April 11, 2016 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:    
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Mar 28, 2016. 
2. Correspondence / Proclamations: Parks Appreciation Day Proclamation. 
3. Liquor License Action: Special Occasion - GH Kiwanis – Uptown Pavilion.  
4. Receive and File: a) Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Minutes 3-28-16; b) 2015 Boat 

Shop Annual Report; c) GH Canoe and Kayak Racing Team 2015 Year End Report. 
5. Concerts in the Park / Summer Sounds at Skansie Contracts. 
6. Public Works Operations Building – Professional Services Contract / Grette Associates. 
7. Purchase Authorization for Street Lights. 
8. Resolution No. 1030 – Surplus Equipment Public Works. 
9. Resolution No. 1031 - Dedication of 50th Street Right of Way. 
10. Resolution No. 1032 – Execute WSDOT Local Agency Agreement and Federal Aid Project 

Prospectus for Kimball Drive and Hunt Street Overlay Project.  
11. Approval of Payroll for the month of March 2016: Checks #7652 through #7660 and direct 

deposits in the amount of $388,379.96. 
12. Approval of Payment of Bills: Apr 11, 2016: Checks #80898 through #81015 and ACH 

payments in the total amount of $1,682,618.85. 
13.  

PRESENTATIONS: 
1. Parks Appreciation Day Proclamation – Rick Offner. 
2. Volunteer Appreciation. 
3. Chamber of Commerce Promotional Video – Warren Zimmerman. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1335 – Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan. 
2. Donkey Creek Park Tree Cutting Project – Small Public Works Contract. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Resolution No. 1033 - Discretionary Performance-Based Pay. 
2. Zoo / Trek Authority Board – Second Ballot. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  

1. Olympic Towne Center Traffic Mitigation – Emily Appleton. 
2. Jerisich Dock Water & Power Ribbon Cutting – Jeff Langhelm. 
3. Flood Control Zone District Update – Jeff Langhelm.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
 
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing potential litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(i). 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special 
accommodations please contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

March 28, 2016 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, and Payne. Councilmembers 
Lovrovich and Kadzik were absent. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:    
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Mar 14, 2016.   
2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Parkinson’s Awareness Proclamation.   
3. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion Liquor License: Kiwanis Club at Gig Harbor Yacht 

Club;     b) Special Occasion Liquor License: Eddon Boatyard.   
4. Receive and File: a) Design Review Board Minutes of February 11th   and February 25th, 

2016;    b) Board and Candidate Review Minutes of March 22, 2016;  c) Finance and 
Safety Committee Minutes of March 21, 2016.   

5. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1334 – Update to Harbor Code 8.24.   
6. Natural Yardcare Workshops – Interagency Agreement.   
7. Appointment to Parks Commission.  
8. Approval of Payment of Bills Mar 28, 2016: Checks #80810 through #80897 in the amount of 

$398,171.79. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Ekberg / Malich - unanimously approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Parkinson’s Awareness Proclamation.  Mayor Guernsey invited Forest Lane to come forward 
and accept the document and say a few words. Mr. Lane shared his experience living with Parkinson’s 
and his involvement in local support groups. He thanked the city for its support. 

 
2. Recognition of 2015 Farmers Market Volunteers. City Administrator Ron Williams gave a brief 

introduction of last year’s program and asked Scott & Kathleen Rose to come forward and introduce 
their core group of volunteers to be recognized for all their hard work on the 2015 Farmers Market. 
Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers praised the success of the market. 

 
3. Pierce Transit – Destination 2040 Long Range Plan.    Darin Stavish, Principal Planner and Max 

Henkel, Senior Planner, presented information on Pierce Transit’s plans for the future.  They addressed 
Council questions. Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers praised the Trolley Program. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan.  
    Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented a brief background on the required updates to the 
PROS Plan and introduced the city’s consultant Emily Terrell to explain the plan further and answer 
questions. 
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Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 6:32 p.m.   
 
Derek Young, Pierce County Councilmember, commented on the partnership with the County and 
future plans for boat ramps in this area. 
 
There were no further comments and the public hearing closed at 6:34 p.m.  Council recommended 
that this return under Old Business for adoption. 
 

2. First Reading of Ordinance - Budget Amendment for Job Reclassifications.   
City Administrator Ron Williams presented the background information for this request to reclassify the 
Human Resource Analyst and Assistant City Clerk positions. Neither of these positions are represented 
by the guild and rely upon advocacy of the Mayor and City Administrator. He described how both 
positions have assumed expanded job duties beyond their job descriptions.  He explained that there 
are sufficient funds for these incremental salary changes. 
 
Councilmembers Ekberg, Payne, and Arbenz shared their concerns.  Ron Williams and Mayor 
Guernsey responded, urging Council to allow this to move forward. 
 
MOTION: Move that this be tabled until the budget hearings. 
  Ekberg / Malich – roll call vote: 
 
Malich – yes; Arbenz – yes; Ekberg – yes; Perrow – yes; and Payne – yes.  Motion passed. 
 

3. Donkey Creek Park Tree Cutting Project – Small Public Works Contract.   
Project Engineer Marcos McGraw provided the background information for this contract to remove 
dangerous trees from the Donkey Creek Park. He addressed questions. 
 
After a brief discussion, Council asked that this be postponed until the next meeting to address the 
Habitat Management Plan and Shoreline Management permitting questions. Mayor Guernsey 
suggested that the trees be reassessed during this period and any dangerous trees be removed. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
 
City Administrator Ron Williams presented information and updates on the following topics:  

a) Legislative Update;  
b) Council Retreat Follow-up;  
c)  Article in the Seattle Times: $99 Road trip; and 
d)  Well-City Award – 3rd Consecutive Year. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Jeni Woock - 3412 Lewis Street. Ms. Woock said that the Citizens for the Preservation of Gig Harbor 
asks that Council take a vote tonight to give Gig Harbor and the citizens the powers of initiative and 
referendum. 
 
Douglas Johnson – 9815 40th Ave. Ct.   Mr. Johnson spoke about the problems they are having with the 
Peacock Meadows Development and the subsequent flooding on to their property from the storm water 
runoff. He asked for assistance from the city in addressing this issue. 
 
Pat Elliot – 9911 40th Ave. Ct.   Ms. Elliot also spoke to the problems with the holding pond and the how 
she has had to shovel the mud from her back yard and ditch. The water then then runs onto the 
Johnson’s septic field. She also talked about how this has affected her landscaping. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Perrow praised the job done trimming back the trees and vegetation near the 
Burnham/Borgen Roundabout.  He then talked about his successful meeting with Eric Waters about the 
Fire Inspection program and other topics, saying he is looking forward to a productive relationship with 
the fire district.  
 
Councilmember Payne responded to the comments by Mr. Johnson. He explained that he walked the 
property and whether or not the city is liable, we need to do something. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Lodging Tax Committee: Tue. Apr 5th at 7:30 a.m. 
2. Public Works Committee: Mon. Apr. 11th at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Volunteer Appreciation Get-together: Mon. April 11th at 5:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN:    
 
MOTION: Move to adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 
  Payne / Malich - unanimously approved. 
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Report to the City of Required Public Activities 

Gig Harbor Canoe & Kayak Racing Team 

2015 Year End Report 

March 31, 2016 

 

Presented by: 

GHCKRT Site Compliance Committee 

GHCKRT Board of Directors 

 

 

Pursuant to the Facility Use Agreement between the City of Gig Harbor and Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 

Racing Team (GHCKRT) dated December 7, 2014, we would like to submit the following report of public 

benefit activities for the six-month period from July – December 2015 (shown in bold text).  This is in 

compliance with Item 8 of the Facility Use Agreement. 
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2 
Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Report, December 2014 

 

Gig Harbor Canoe & Kayak Racing Team (GHCKRT) has been actively engaged in the public benefit 

activities outlined in the facility use agreement.  The public benefit has been for both the participants 

and the general public and is considered as in kind compensation for use of the property.  The activities 

are detailed and referenced by subsection below. 

A.  Direct benefits to the participating youth, including: 

a.  safe, health, and physical activity;  

Member of the GHCKRT have participated in over 400 hours per paddler of time in the 
past year on the water learning and improving their skills in sprint canoes and kayaks.  
The 2015 summer development camps introduced the sport to more than 30 local 
youth, with many kids participating in more than one session of the camp. 
 

b. the opportunity to explore the harbor in human-powered watercraft;  

As stated in item a above, team members have spent over 400 hours per paddler on the 
water in the past year.  The youth have been out in rain, sun, wind, low-tide, high-tide, 
busy traffic, and no traffic. They have been able to use the harbor not only for perfecting 
their chosen sport, but for spiritual sustenance, nature appreciation, and fun.  Their 
unique perspective by being so close to the water is an experience they love and 
recharges them each day. 
 

c. the opportunity to embrace Olympic ideals;  

The Olympic motto:  CITIUS-ALTIUS-FORTIUS;  FASTER – HIGHER – STRONGER 
 
Olympic maxim:  The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not winning but 
taking part; the essential thing in life is not conquering but fighting well. 

"Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining 

in a balanced whole the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with 

culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy 

found in effort, the educational value of good example and respect for universal 

fundamental ethical principles. The goal of Olympism is to place sport at the 

service of the harmonious development of man, with a view to promoting a peaceful 

society concerned with the preservation of human dignity." (Olympic Charter, 

Fundamental Principles, paragraph 1, 2)  

GHCKRT and Olympic Ideals 

In addition to the Olympic motto, maxim, and definition of Olympism above, the 

International Olympic Committee has embraced three core values:  Excellence, 

Friendship, and Respect.  GHCKRT is a prime example of all of these Olympic ideals.  We 

are a team that has produced top athletes in the field of flat-water canoe/kayak sprint 

and we hope to continue to do so; but that is not our only goal.  The journey of each 

athlete is a prime focus of the team, and we strive to impart skills and attitudes that will 
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3 
Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Report, December 2014 

 

help the athletes not only in their sport, but in their life. GHCKRT welcomes all who are 

interested and, through our development program, provides the opportunity for each 

athlete to participate at the level they are able (both physical and financial).   

Our team imparts the value of giving one’s best (whatever that level is at that time).  

Winning is but one aspect of focus.  Athletes learn to set personal goals, work toward 

them, and make progress on the water, in the gym, and in their daily lives.  Every 

individual learns the rewards of having a strong body, mind, and will. 

The camaraderie of the team is infectious.  This is truly a team, not a harsh competitive 

environment.  The friendships that develop through practice and competition provide 

the athletes bonds that develop regardless of where you live, what school you go to, or 

what religion you are.  Respect is given because all understand the dedication it takes to 

commit to this sport.  Commitment is seen in physical fitness, fair play, good 

sportsmanship, and team support. 

Sport can be one the major influences on our youth.  GHCKRT embodies Olympism and 

is a safe harbor for the kids of Gig Harbor and the surrounding areas to develop healthy 

lifestyles and strong life skills. 

d. and to represent our community and country in international competition. 

 In August, GHCKRT won its fourth consecutive National Champions title, taking 
first place in team points at the 2015 USA Canoe and Kayak Sprint National 
Championships in San Diego, California.  Over 50 GHCKRT athletes traveled to 
San Diego to represent Gig Harbor. 

 One GHCKRT athlete represented the USA at the 2015 Paracanoe World 

Championships, in Milano, Italy. 

 Seven GHCKRT athletes represented the USA in the 2015 Junior World 

Championships in Montemor-O-Velho, Portugal in July. 

 Nine GHCKRT athletes represented the USA at the 2015 Olympic Hopes 

Regatta in Bydgoszcz, Poland in September, making up nearly 50% of the 

Olympic Hopes Team USA contingent. 

 GHCKRT represented Gig Harbor in the Bellingham Distance Race in 

Bellingham, WA in September. 

 GHCKRT represented Gig Harbor at the Pacific Cup in British Columbia, Canada 

in September. 

 GHCKRT represented Gig Harbor in the Frostbite Camp and Eric Hughes 

Regatta at Green Lake in Seattle, WA in November. 

Please see the team website (www.ghckrt.com) for detailed results of the above. 
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B. Source of pride for the community 

Operation of the Gig Harbor Dragon Boat League 
 
During the last half of 2015, GHCKRT continued to partner with the Gig Harbor Marina in 
operating a Gig Harbor Dragon Boat League.  The League was open to all ages and was an 
entry-level way for Gig Harbor community members to participate in a fun, co-ed racing 
experience.  GHCKRT provided the training and coaching for the league, and GHCKRT athletes 
assisted with practice sessions. 
 
Providing Assistance to the Skansie Park Farmers Market 
 
Team athletes volunteered their time after practices to assist vendors and with clean up at the 
Skansie Park Farmers’ Market in late summer. 
 
Media Coverage 
 
In addition to the extensive coverage of the team’s 2015 National Championship, July through 
December was another great six months for general news, magazine articles, and awareness 
of GHCKRT, with at least four articles or columns about the team appearing in the Gateway 
and Gig Harbor Life highlighting the team, individual athletes, and team-sponsored events. 
 

C. Daily clean-up of Gig Harbor waters by GHCKRT 

Athletes and safety boats continue to gather trash that is found in the waters of the harbor 
each time they are out on the water.   
 

D. Daily clean-up of Property by GHCKRT 

After every practice, all athletes are responsible for tidying up after themselves around the 
storage racks and the Property.  In addition, older athletes are responsible for a final check of 
the Property to make sure personal items, trash, etc. are cleaned up.   
 

E. Quarterly clean-up of Property beach to mean lower-low water by GHCKRT 

GHCKRT conducted two beach clean-ups during the July - December 2015 period (one in the 
third quarter and one in the fourth quarter).  The clean ups were timed to coincide with low 
tide.   Pounds of broken glass were picked up, in addition to other trash.  Please see the 
GHCKRT Facebook page for beach cleanup pictures.  Third and fourth quarter beach clean up 
details: 

 9/26/15 – low tide at 10:17 a.m., 0.32’ 

 10/24/15 – low tide at 8:56 a.m., 2.02’ 
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F. Yearly public presentation at the Property demonstrating the GHCKRT program and awards, 

participant skills, and local talent 

a. The team’s 2015 National Championship result was recognized by the Mayor and the 
City during a presentation prior to a Summer Sounds at Skansie concert in August. 

b. An awards ceremony and recognition of athletes departing for college was held at 
Skansie Park in the fall. 

c. In the fall, we hosted kayak, canoe, paddle board and dragon boat races during the 
Chum Festival where our international athletes and their performance over the 
summer were recognized.  Note – this event was held at Austen Estuary Park. 

 
G. Year-round interpretive display on, or adjacent to, the portable boat storage racks identifying 

the benefits of exercise and the skills of canoeists and kayakers. 

Please refer to the December 2014 report to the City, which includes an attachment showing 

the Interpretive Display. 
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