
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
May 23, 2016 

 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, May 23, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes: a) May 9, 2016; b) Special City Council Meeting Minutes 
May 4, 2016.  

2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) FISH Food Bank – Recognition of Volunteers. 
3. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals: Target, Puerto Vallarta, Round Table Pizza, Taste of 

Peru, 76 Station, and Julep Nail Parlor;  b) Special Occasion Liquor License – St. Nicholas 
School.  

4. Receive and File: a) Parks Commission Minutes Feb. 3, 2016; b) Public Works Committee 
Minutes Apr. 11, 2016; c) Planning Commission Minutes Apr. 7, 2016; d) Employee Safety 
Committee Minutes May 4, 2016; e) Finance / Safety Committee Minutes March 21, 2016. 

5. Harbor Hill Drive Extension Design – Professional Services Contract Amendment / David 
Evans & Associates, Inc. 

6. Ancich Waterfront Park – Legal Descriptions and Exhibits for Boundary Line Adjustment 
Application.  

7. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1336 – Establishing New Franchise Agreement – 
Astound Broadband. 

8. Second Reading of Ordinance N0. 1337 – Extension of an Existing Franchise Agreement – 
CenturyLink. 

9. Impact Fee Deferral – Professional Services Contract / Transportation Systems, Inc. 
10. Low Impact Development (LID) Gap Analysis – Professional Services Contract Amendment 

/ AHBL. 
11. Well No. 11 Final Design – Amendment No. 3 to Professional Services Contract with 

Carollo Engineers, Inc. 
12. Approval of Payment of Bills May 25, 2016: Checks #81265 through #81373 in the amount 

of $886,181.01. 
 

PRESENTATIONS: 
1. Recognition of State Legislators – Securing 2.5M deferral for tolls on The Narrows 

Bridge.         
2. Puget Sound Regional Council – Growth in the Puget Sound Region, Paul Inghram. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:   

1. Ancich Waterfront Park Concepts. 
a. Staff Report. 
b. Public Comment.  

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Resolution No. 1037 - 2017 Annual Comprehensive Plan Update – Initial Work Plan.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
Budget Work Study Sessions, Ron Williams 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Civic Center closed for Memorial Day: Mon. May 30th.  
2. Public Works Committee: Mon. June 13th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For approximately twenty minutes for the purpose of discussing potential 
litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1).  
 
ADJOURN: 
 
 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special accommodations 
please contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
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MINUTES FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, May 9, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Pro Tem Ekberg, Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Perrow, Lovrovich, and Kadzik.  
Mayor Guernsey and Councilmember Payne were absent. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Apr 25, 2016.  

2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Historic Preservation Month.  

3. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion License Skansie Netshed.  

4. Copier Lease Agreement.  

5. 2016 ADA Ramp Improvements – Professional Services Contract / Exeltech.  

6. Summer Sounds Concerts Contracts.  
7. Client Assistance Memos – Consultant Services Contract Amendment – Sound Municipal 

Consultants.  
8. Approval of Payment of Bills May 9, 2016: Checks #81137 through #81264 in the amount of 

$2,039,004.63 and ACH payments in the amount of $131,953.60. 
9. Approval of Payroll for the month of April: Checks #7661 through #7672 and direct deposits in the 

amount of $600,996.6. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Kadzik / Lovrovich – unanimously approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Gigging Up the Harbor, Downtown Waterfront Alliance.  Mike Henery explained that this is the 
second year for this effort to spruce up the downtown. This year’s event is Saturday, May 21st. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Coordinated Permitting Professional Services Contract - Latimore Group.  
City Administrator Ron Williams presented a brief background for this proposal to review and make the 
city’s permitting process more efficient. He addressed Council questions. 
 
MOTION: Move to approve and authorize the Mayor to execute the Consultant Services Contract with 

Kurt Latimore in an amount not to exceed $45.000. 
Kadzik / Perrow – four voted yes.  Councilmember Malich voted no. 

 

2. First Reading of Ordinance – Establishing a New Franchise Agreement - Astound Broadband.   
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented the background for this agreement to provide 
telecommunications services to the Pierce County Library System in gig Harbor. 
 
Chris Mantle, Construction Lead for Wave Broadband, described the relationship with Pierce County 
Libraries to provide internet connection.  He answered Council questions.   
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This will return for a second reading on the Consent Agenda. 
 

3. First Reading of Ordinance Extension of an Existing Franchise Agreement – CenturyLink.   
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm shared information for this extension of the existing CenturyLink 
Franchise Agreement for telecommunications infrastructure in the city right of way to April, 2017.   
 
This will return for a second reading on the Consent Agenda. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  

1. Official City Newspaper – Change in Distribution Date.    Planning Director Jennifer Kester 
explained that the Gateway has announced that they would publish on Thursday and what that change 
might mean in relationship to SEPA Review projects and potential delays.  
 
City Clerk Molly Towslee explained she would research the current contract with the Gateway to determine 
whether this change is a breach of their agreement. She asked for direction from Council on whether they 
wished to go back out to bid now, in January, or to wait until the regular open bid process in January 2018.  
 
Councilmembers discussed the concerns and recommended that we review the contract and let them know 
whether the contract specifies a Wednesday delivery date.  It was suggested that we give it a six month 
trial then re-evaluate in January. 
 

2. Ancich Waterfront Park Update.   Katrina Knutson, Parks Project Administrator, presented an 
update to Council and the public on recent steps taken on the Ancich Park upland improvements.  She 
addressed Council comments and questions. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Holm Schmidt – 8115 43rd Street NW. Mr. Schmidt, Head Coach of Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Team 
voiced appreciation for the transparency and communication the l last few weeks. He discussed the 
importance of the sport, the emotions, and the physical portion.  He explained that there won’t be hundreds 
of events disrupting the harbor; this will be a quiet training place. He said they support design number one 
due to the size of the boats. He finalized by saying they need a home; these boats are expensive and 
exposed to vandalism at Jerisich Dock. 
 
Rylee Price – 4015 Ray Nash Drive NW. Ms. Price, an athlete on the Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing 
Team, further emphasized the need for a home for the team and that would fit our boats in order to move 
their program forward.  She talked about how members are making life-changing decisions and her training 
to Hungary in September.  The program is struggling to retain and bring in new kids because we don’t have 
a home. In order to keep it here and growing, we need a boathouse to keep boats safe and move forward. 
 
Kenny Kasperbauer – 4217 70th Ave. Ct. NW. Mr. Kasperbauer said he has been a team member five 
years and represented US 6 times. The addition of a boathouse would support members of the community 
and the athletes now and for many generations to come.   
 
Jennifer Crocker – 7127 30th St. NW.  Ms. Crocker thanked the city for all the work on this project.  She 
explained that her daughter is one of those kids who made serious decisions about her future so she can 
train for the 2020 Olympics.  She said we need Plan 1 to facilitate the number of boats. She spoke of their 
love of the city and love of training here.  She gave an overview of her daughter’s competitions and voiced 
appreciation for the opportunity to train here for the future of the sport. 
 
Kathy Guinaw – 3664 Edwards Drive.   Ms. Guinaw explained that she volunteers for the FISH Food Bank 
and brought attention to the upcoming 40th birthday party for the food bank on Tues. May 17th at the 
Peninsula Lutheran Church, noon to 1:30 p.m. to celebrate the volunteers.  She gave an overview of the  
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support that has been given to the community over the past year.  She asked the City of Gig Harbor be 
represented at the celebration.  
 
Councilmember Kadzik requested a proclamation from the city. 
 
Jack Bujacich – 3607 Ross Avenue. Mr. Bujacich voiced concern in the way administration is operating. 
He referenced the numbers contained in the grants chart presented at the last meeting as something that 
should be investigated. He then talked about the lack of noticing and representation on the ad hoc 
committee for the neighbors. He said there is no additional parking shown for a 3,200 s.f. building to store 
kayaks. He added that the kayakers are a great organization but he doesn’t think the taxpayers should be 
responsible to build them something. He commented he will need someone to police his driveway and that 
we spent millions to buy property to enjoy the view, but our own city is trying to destroy that.  He voiced 
opposition to a 3,200 s.f. building and the danger it creates with kayak trailers parked on the street, and the 
kayaks on the public picnic tables at Jerisich. 
 
Louise Teeman – 7789 Beardsley Ave. NW.  Ms. Teeman said she represents the effort to build the 
boathouse and the GH Paddle and Sail Center.  She voiced appreciation for the city team, the engineering 
and architect team, and the ad hoc committee. She said the project balances the need for our maritime 
community to provide for additional recreational space for fishing boat moorage and community paddle 
sport’s needs. The project recognizes the contribution of youth sports in the community who are now a part 
of the maritime history of Gig Harbor.  This not merely a boathouse for the team, but is intended to have 
community storage space and public access to the water. The committee cares deeply about traffic, safety, 
and view lines; these topics are discussed frequently at each meeting. She voiced support for Design No. 1 
which balances and compromises for the different needs of the broader community.  It is also fundable 
through the city grant, foundation grants, and a commitment by all the people of the paddle and sail center 
to raise money for the bigger design. She finalized by saying this is a long, worthy process that will result in 
a fabulous asset for this community. 
 
Lynette Field - 3033 SE Chicory Lane, Olalla.  Ms. Field has been part of the Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 
Team for nine years; her 19 year old son has continued to train, and her 16 year old who trained in 
international competitions.  She talked about the successes of the team, and how the city is known around 
the world.  The members are disciplined, hard-working kids with a goal. She provided a brief background of 
her teaching career, and stressed the importance of having strong youth in the community to be a good 
influence to others. She said she cares deeply about our youth, about our entire community as a whole. 
She agreed it might be tough for the neighbors to adjust to a different site line, but it is really going to be 
long-term beneficial for the community. 
 
Jim Franich - 3702 Harborview Drive.  Mr. Franich reminded Council that Councilmember Malich ran on a 
platform to conserve the character of Gig Harbor. The discussion on Ancich Park should not be on the 
merits of the kayak club, but on the appropriate level of use at that site. Mr. Bujacich pointed out that he 
didn’t receive any public notice; and neither did he. He asked Council to take this seriously, as the cart is 
so far down the road and they need to do a better job of reaching out to the general public for input. He 
said he didn’t know this was on agenda tonight and that others had a meeting with staff today on this 
subject. Staff said notice would go out to public during the Design Review Board process. That’s after a 
decision has been made.  It needs to go out way before it gets to that level.  The May 23rd deadline for a 
preferred design is too soon to make an informed decision. 
 
Bill Gregory – 8115 43rd St. NW  Mr. Gregory emphasized the importance of Site Plan 1 which more 
appropriately handles the changing room and storage of the boats.  The team boats are confined in a well-
organized space that needs to be of a certain size.  If the objective is to have interior storage you need to 
consider Site Plan 1 as the more viable design. 
 
Lita Dawn Stanton – 3105 Harborview Drive Property  Ms. Stanton stressed there are many unanswered 
questions: private use of a public park, how much space would be dedicated to the different clubs and  
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public, no on-site parking, and how will this work with the neighborhood?  The race to design and hire a 
consultant without answers to these questions is short sighted. The neighborhood pays the price. She 
asked that the council slow down the process to allow sufficient scrutiny.  
 
Payton Shoal - 2625 79th Ave NW Mr. Shoal spoke to some of the concerns about use of the Anich 
property.  He said that the team is only at the park 2-3 hours a day, which is not a serious disruption. They 
are athletes and so parking further away and walking is not a problem. That wouldn’t distract from the use. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Ekberg closed the public comment portion of the meeting.  He asked that the public 
meetings for the Ancich Park Property be put back up on the screen, commenting that there would be 
future opportunity for public comment on the project. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Arbenz  said he was troubled by recent remarks criticizing one of our citizen volunteers, 
alleging a conflict of interest. He said the comments suggest criminal behavior which he was shocked to 
see. This is not what we need in Gig Harbor. Dissent is fine, and as Councilmembers, we have all grown 
thick skinned to outrageous remarks, but to have our citizen volunteers are treated to and talked to that 
way it is disgusting. This Council needs to make a statement of how we value our citizen volunteers and he 
can’t think of anything more important than volunteering for your community or nothing lower than picking 
on those people for political or personal gain.  
 
Councilmember Malich  said he is trying to listen to all people and glad they continue to speak on the 
Ancich Property.  He referred to the B.I.G. grant, asking legal counsel that once something is brought 
before the Council, if the Mayor has the right to pull and item without Council having an opportunity to 
consider it.  The response will be deferred until City Attorney Angela Summerfield has returned. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik  asked if the city could post colorful graphics and the public meeting schedules on 
the Ancich Property to show the community what a project might look like.  Katrina Knutson responded that 
we are committed to put up public notices and she will talk to Jeff Langhelm about adding the vision and 
meeting schedules. 
 
Councilmember Perrow agreed, adding that a visual of the project would engage people.  He then said that 
Councilmember Lovrovich and he attended the Chamber’s Economic Development Committee meeting to 
follow up on Boating Infrastructure Grant process and the focus from here. The bigger issue is how to bring 
groups together and not divide the community on important issues.  Both he and Councilmember Lovrovich 
have been involved with the Ancich Property and he credited her for shepherding this through the different 
groups. They will continue to work with the Chamber Economic Committee to do the same.  He then said 
he too was disappointed to see our volunteers attacked.  Most of the Councilmembers started as 
volunteers; it takes a lot of time an energy.  To then be accused of criminal activity is ridiculous. If someone 
really believes there is criminal activity then they need to take it to the appropriate authorities; don’t just 
“float it out there.”  It’s very clear that Mr. Gagliano is not involved in criminal activity; he’s an upstanding, 
honorable guy who serves on not only the Planning Commission but the Design Review Board. For 
someone to attend all those meetings, he is a warrior. Councilmember Perrow publically thanked Mr. 
Gagliano, for everything he does for our community. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
       1.  Ancich Park Ad Hoc Committee: Thu. May 12th at 2:30 p.m. 
       2.  Ancich Waterfront Park Public Information Session: Sat. May 14 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
       3.  Joint City Council and Parks Commission Worksession: Mon. May 16 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For approximately twenty minutes for the purpose of discussing labor negotiations 
per RCW 42.30.140(4) and for consideration of a lease per RCW 42.30.110(i). 
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MOTION: Move to go into Executive Session at 6:49 p.m. for approximately twenty minutes for the 

purpose of discussing labor negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4) and for consideration of a 
lease per RCW 42.30.110(i). 

  Kadzik / Perrow – unanimously approved. 
 
 
MOTION: Move to return to regular session and adjourn at 7:10 p.m. 
  Malich / Perrow – unanimously approved. 
 
 

 
 
 

___________________________________         
     Mayor Jill Guernsey     Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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SPECIAL GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
May 4, 2016 - 5:30 p.m. 

Community Rooms A&B 
 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Ekberg 
Councilmember Lovrovich 
Councilmember Kadzik 
Councilmember Malich 

 

CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Pro-Tem Ekberg called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1.  Consideration of a Special Fireworks Display – Paul Rice presented the 

fireworks display application and explained the information met all state and local 
codes.  He said he supports the approval of the fireworks display for the Gig 
Harbor Little League Jubilee in memory of Masen Lopes. 

 
MOTION: Move to approve the fireworks application.  

Kadzik / Malich  - unanimous approval 
 

ADJOURN – The meeting adjourned at 5:35pm. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Pro Tem Ekberg    Shawna Wise, Assistant City Clerk 
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 MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION 

Wednesday, February 3, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
Community Rooms A/B 

                                            

 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Parks Commissioner - John Skansi: Absent (excused) 
Parks Commissioner - Christine Hewitson: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Sara McDaniel: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Nicole Hicks: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Gregg Vermillion: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Rick Offner: Absent (excused) 
Parks Commissioner - Robyn Denson: Present 
Staff - Terri Reed: Present 
Staff - Jeff Langhelm: Present 
Staff - Greg Foote: Present 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of January 6, 2016 Minutes  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE:  Denson / Hewitson – unanimously approved. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Parks Commission Terms Expiring - Staff reminded the Parks Commissioners 
with terms expiring to turn in their applications by February 17th, if they are interested 
in re-applying for another term. 
 

2. Eagle Scout Project Presentation – Jared Van Komen presented his proposal for 
a trail kiosk on Cushman Trail, near the Borgen trailhead. 

 
MOTION:  Move to support the trail kiosk project as presented to move forward in 
the City’s approval process.  Next step: Public Works Committee.  
Vermillion / Denson – unanimously approved. 

 

3. Parks Appreciation Day – Saturday, April 23, 2016    Commission Chairperson 
McDaniel discussed details for the 2016 Parks Appreciation Day event.  A list from 
City parks’ staff detailing tasks for several parks was reviewed.  The Commission 
decided to try and limit the total number of parks based on volunteer numbers.  The 
top priorities are 1) Donkey Creek Park, 2) Crescent Creek Park/Sand Volleyball 
Courts, 3) and KLM Veterans Park.  Wilkinson Farm Park and Harbor Hill park 
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property can be added if volunteer groups commit to doing the work at those 
locations. 

 

PARK UPDATES:   Public Works Director Langhelm gave updates on the following 
projects: 
 

1. Lift Station #4B/Welcome Plaza Update – Draft plans were reviewed. 

 

2. PROS Plan Update – A request for extension time will be sent by staff to RCO.  
The draft plan is currently going through the SEPA and Growth Management Act 
(Department of Commerce) processes.  When those appeal periods are 
complete, the plan will be presented to City Council for adoption at their March 
28 and April 11 meetings.  

 

3. Totem Pole Update – City Council approved the staff recommended location for 
the totem pole adjacent to the east entrance of the Civic Center.  The proposed 
text for the plaque was distributed. 

 
4. Peace Pole – City Council approved the location of the Peace Pole at the rear 

entrance of the Civic Center green. 

 
5. Eddon Boat Park – The tree in the middle of the back deck of the brick house is 

scheduled to be removed by staff, due to major cracks that have developed 
causing safety concerns. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

ADJOURN: 

MOTION: Move to adjourn at 6:46 p.m. 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF GIG HARBOR  

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, April 11, 2016 – 4:00 p.m. 
Public Works Conference Room 

 
 
                                            

 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Council Member – Steven Ekberg: Excused 
Council Member – Tim Payne: Present 
Council Member – Ken Malich: Present 
Mayor Jill Guernsey: Present 
City Administrator – Ron Williams: Present 
Public Works Director – Jeff Langhelm: Present 
Public Works Superintendent – Greg Foote: Present 
Senior Engineer – Emily Appleton: Present 
Senior Engineer – Trent Ward: Present 
Parks Project Administrator: Katrina Knutson: Present 
Executive Assistant – Maureen Whitaker: Present 
 
Members of the public in attendance: 
Rahna Lovrovich – Unofficial/Citizen 
Wage Perrow - Citizen 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The Minutes of March 14, 2016 were approved.  

OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Maritime Pier Artwork Location Update – Jeff Langhelm.  
Mr. Langhelm discussed the recent Parks Commission meeting’s recommendation to 
relocate slightly the commissioned art piece closer to the entry of the Maritime Pier.  The 
Parks Commission decided that it would be better to relocate the art work from the 
landscaping planter to the corner area behind the curb against the railings which is very 
accessible to the public.  He further stated that in order to have a piece of art that the public 
can walk around, the landscaping would need to be removed and replanted. Councilmember 
Payne suggested moving the art piece where the Parks Commission has suggested, then 
move and reform the curb and readjust the planting area close to the entry of the Pier and 
move and expand the planting area. Councilmember Payne relayed that Councilmember 
Perrow said that this is a good opportunity to enhance the overall landscaping there.  
Councilmember Payne stated that the landscaping at this location is pathetic and he is okay 
with removing it only if we are going to enhance the landscaping.  Both Councilmembers 
Malich and Payne were in agreement with the proposed relocation of the art work and re-
landscape this area. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Cushman Trail Phase 5 Planning Study Grant Application – Emily Appleton. 
Ms. Appleton stated that the City will lead a planning study and coordinate with Pierce 
County, Kitsap County, WSDOT, Tacoma Public Utilities, PenMet Parks, and Key Pen Parks 
(aka stakeholders) to evaluate trail alignments with the goal to identify a preferred alternative 
for the next phase of Cushman Trail from Borgen Boulevard to Purdy. An initial stakeholders 
meeting was held on March 31st to garner support and feedback. At that meeting, the group 
discussed and identified a large area for the planning study. This information is a necessary 
component for the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) grant application due on April 29th. The grant 
proposal request is $200,000 - $250,000 with a $30,000 - $35,000 match.  Ms. Appleton 
stated that the Cushman Trail Phase 5 Planning Study is identified in the City’s adopted 
2015-16 Budget. Ms. Appleton discussed with the Public Works Committee some alignment 
possibilities that were discussed at the stakeholders meeting.  The Committee was in favor of 
moving forward with the grant application.  
 

2. 50th Street and Point Fosdick Sidewalk Grant Agreements – Emily Appleton. 
Ms. Appleton provided background on the 50th Street and Point Fosdick sidewalk grant 
awards, funded by the Dept. of Ecology in the amount of $250,000 each for design only. She 
said that the next step is present the grant agreements to Council for approval, start the 
design work and then look for future construction grants. 
 

3. Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) Application – Emily Appleton. 
Ms. Appleton said the proposed grant is for the design and construction of additional 
recreational moorage at the Jerisich Dock and Maritime Pier. She discussed that the initial 
grant application is due on May 2nd and can be modified with a revised application due date 
of July 2016. The grant proposal will increase public moorage from 26 full time berths to 60 
berths as follows: 

 
Jerisich Dock will increase from 26 permanent berths to 32 year-round and 18 
seasonal.  
 
Maritime Pier will increase from zero permanent berths to 10 year-round berths. 

  
If grant funding is awarded, the award will be confirmed in spring 2017.  The total project cost 
is estimated at $1.46 million. The City will request $860,000 in grant funds, $110,000 is 
anticipated from project sponsors and the City will budget $490,000 towards the project. A 
discussion ensued about additional berths, dimensions, and limitations associated with the 
previous RCO funding requirements. Ms. Appleton said that a Public Open House is 
scheduled for April 25th at 3:30 p.m. The Committee said they look forward to hearing more 
discussion on this matter at the 5:30 p.m. Council meeting held that evening. 
 

4. Astound Broadband Franchise Agreement – Jeff Langhelm.   
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Mr. Langhelm provided background on the request from Astound Broadband for a franchise 
agreement proposing the installation of a new telecommunications system through the City to 
provide telecommunications service to the Pierce County Library.  He stated that this 
franchise agreement is similar to our other franchise agreements in the area. The draft 
franchise agreement will be presented to City Council at an upcoming meeting. There was a 
brief question and answer period. The Committee did not express opposition to the franchise 
agreement. 
 

5. Harborview Drive Sidewalk Improvements. 
This agenda item was added by Councilmember Payne concerning questions about the width 
of the sidewalk. Mr. Langhelm went through a step by step process on the interim sidewalk 
improvements proposed from the corner of Harborview/North Harborview Drive to north of the 
driveway at the Puerto Vallarta restaurant. The project is funded by a Transportation 
Improvement Board (TIB) Sidewalk Program grant to improve pedestrian safety and enhance 
pedestrian mobility. He said that the intent of this sidewalk gap project is to mirror the 
sidewalk improvements at Austin St.  The proposed sidewalk width is 5.5-ft. with a 6-in. curb 
and drop. Mr. Langhelm discussed the potential of a future roundabout at Austin St. which 
would allow the City to keep the sidewalk and remove the curb but keep the swale. City 
Administrator Ron Williams said that this would make this area next to Donkey Creek Park 
significantly safer for pedestrians and is ADA compliant. There was discussion about the 
ramifications of widening the sidewalk that included jeopardizing the grant funding, removal of 
the box culvert, shifting of the roadway and building retaining walls, and increasing the 
footprint on the shoreline that would require re-permitting and going back to the Hearing 
Examiner and the Dept. of Ecology for approval.     
 

6. Permitting Process Update – Kurt Latimore. 
Mr. Latimore said that approximately ten years ago he assisted the City with improving its 
permitting process and the current Interlocking permitting software was implemented.  He 
discussed the old process and gave the example of how the Design Review Board was at the 
end of the process whereby now the DRB review is at the front end of the process.  The 
impacts of growth have increased the turnaround times for permits and thereby increased 
public frustration. Mr. Latimore’s contract proposes establishing a current baseline and 
developing and piloting a new option. He explained that he would contact some previous 
applicants to find out how their process was for them and what could have made the process 
easier.  He would also like to sit in on some meetings with the City and applicant(s), collecting 
feedback on improving timelines and collaboration between the City and applicants. Mr. 
Latimore said that the City could capitalize by improving timelines, increasing capacity and an 
improved level of service standard. There is also a cost savings to the City by cutting down 
on staff hours spent on each application during the permitting process There was a brief 
question and answer period. The Committee did not express any opposition to Mr. Latimore’s 
proposed contract. 
    

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

Mr. Wade Perrow, 9109 N. Harborview Drive spoke of his concerns about the proposed 
sidewalk improvements. He stated that this roadway is a minor arterial and has heavier traffic 
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than residential.  He said that there is a need for bike lanes and a shoulder, and the City 
should follow the design guidelines that were adopted by Council.  He said that the City 
should not move forward with this project if it is not done right. He requested a design 
charrette and referenced the past collaborative solutions from the Donkey Creek project. Mr. 
Perrow further stated that the Haub project bothered him and there was a brief discussion 
about a latecomer’s agreement. In summary, Mr. Perrow pleaded to the Committee to do this 
right and said that the councilmembers have a liability for doing something safe.  He said that 
maybe the best thing is not to do the project and talk to Haub about their frontage 
improvements.   
 
Councilmember Payne stated that he would like to discuss this at a greater length.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
 
ADJOURN:  Meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 
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3510 GRANDVIEW STREET · GIG HARBOR WASHINGTON 98335 · (253) 851-6170 · WWW.CITYOFGIGHARBOR.NET 

Minutes 

City of Gig Harbor Planning Commission 
Work Study Session 

                        Gig Harbor Civic Center – Community Rooms A&B 
April 7, 2016 

 
 
 

5:00 p.m. - Call to order, roll call 
 
Present: Pamela Peterson, Meridith Hatch, Spencer Hutchins, Craig Baldwin, Rick Gagliano, 
Bill Coughlin 
 
Staff: Leah Johnson, Lindsey Sehmel, Jennifer Kester 
 
Approval of Minutes: March 17, 2016 Coughlin/Peterson Motion carried. 
 
 
 
Work Study Session – Community Rooms A&B 

 
1. Zones and Uses in The Harbor: (Formally called Harbor Element - Phase I 

Implementation.) Staff will introduce the materials from the ten public outreach 
listening sessions that occurred from December to February. Additionally there will be 
presentation on the project scope, expected work products, and timeline to complete 
a final recommendation. Materials to be provided include the Gig Harbor Municipal 
Code Use Matrix (GHMC 17.14.020) and a copy of The Harbor Zoning Districts Map.  
 
Planning Commission will take action (Motion) on identifying the precise topics (from 
the listening session summary) to be included in the Zones and Uses amendment 
package.  
 
Staff reviewed meeting materials and walked commissioners through each document. 
They then highlighted zones that apply to the harbor and identified top priorities based 
off the public comments provided. 
 
5 Minutes break was taken so staff could summarize commissioners chosen priorities. 
 
Staff and Commissioners reviewed top six priorities and went over commissioner’s 
homework for the May 5th meeting. 
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Final Six Priorities: 
 

1. Nodes/Community Corners/Neighborhoods – Analyze “The Harbor” and 
 identify where these are.  
 

2. Waterfront/Marine Services – Review allowed and desired uses in the 
 context of The Harbor Goals and Policies and received public 
comments. 

 
  

3. Downtown Business – Concentrated Core Area – Review the zone 
 boundaries and allowed uses in the context of The Harbor Goals and 
 Policies and received public comments. 
 

4. Mixed Uses/Vertical zoning – Consider where these uses could be 
 applicable.  

 
 

5. Residential Options (Types and affordability) – Consider types and 
 zones where these uses could be applicable. 
  

6. Heritage/Historical context – Double check of your work to see if the 
 recommendations you have identified in 1 through 5 above continue  

                                               to meet “The Harbor” heritage and historical context.  

  
 

Note- The following items were noted as significant but to be considered for the 
later more applicable phases.  
 

 How streets work to split zones 

 Scale issue 

 Transportation issues (non-motorized) as well as Parking/traffic 
 

 
 
Other Business 
 

 The next meeting is May 5th 2016 at 5PM 
 
Adjournment 6:58PM 
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City of Gig Harbor 

Safety Committee Minutes 
 

April 20, 2016 – 2:00 p.m. 
Executive Conference Room 

 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 2:04 p.m. 

Roll Call: 

Present:  Chuck Roy – Wastewater Treatment Plant; Mary Ann McCool, Human 
Resources; Kelly Busey, Chief of Police, Dave McCurdy – Planning/Building; and Molly 
Towslee Admin/Finance and Risk Manager.   Jim Stattin – Operations was absent. 

Old Business:  

1. Respirator Fit Upgrade.  Mary Ann McCool explained that these are ready to be 
scheduled. Greg Foote will coordinate with Chuck to evaluation the WWTP employees. 

New Business: 

1. Review / Approval of Minutes of January 20, 2016 meeting.  Approved as 
presented. 

 
2. Safety Audits – RMSA.  Molly Towslee explained that RMSA Retro has contacted 

us about coming to do an audit of the city’s program and workplaces. This audit will 
serve two purposes: 1) help the city to be in compliance with the insurance pool 
requirements; and 2) to help us be prepared for DOSH inspections.  Molly will schedule 
the audit with RMSA and send out the invitation to the appropriate staff representatives 
to meet with the inspectors.  There is a preparation document that will be distributed to 
the department to be completed before the audit. 

 
3. DOSH Inspections – Be Prepared. Molly further explained that the Department of 

Social Health Services has been going to each city for inspections.  The RMSA Retro 
Safety Audit will help us to be prepared for this inspection.   
 

4. Retro Safety Academy Trainings.  Mary Ann explained that she and several 
employees are registered for these trainings. There are a total of 12 sessions in order to 
be certified. These certifications will result in lower Workers Comp rates. 
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5. Evaluation of Employee Accidents / Safety Concerns.  Mary Ann McCool gave an 

overview of employee accidents since the last meeting. There are no outstanding 
concerns.  
 
Other items discussed: 
 
Dave McCurdy talked about updates that would be required for the Accident Prevention 
and Safety Policy to address overhead cranes and scaffolding at the Heron’s Key 
project. He will contact RMSA to see if they have sample language. When he gets it put 
together he will forward to MaryAnn to add to the policy and obtain approval from 
Council. 
 
 

Adjourn:   2:43 p.m.    Next Meeting Date:   July 20, 2016 
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City of Gig Harbor 
Finance & Safety Committee Minutes 

Council Committee Arbenz, Ekberg, and Perrow 

 
March 21, 2016 – 4:00 p.m. 

Executive Conference Room 
 

Call to Order: 4:02 p.m. 

Roll Call: 

Present:  Councilmembers Arbenz, Ekberg and Perrow, City Administrator Ron 
Williams, Chief of Police Kelly Busey, Mary Ann McCool Human Resource Director, 
Dave Rodenbach Finance Director, and Finance Technician Michael Williams. 
 

New Business: 

1. 5 Year Projection of the Budget.  Dave Rodenbach  presented a graph showing 
Total Revenues, Total Expenditures, and Ending Fund Balance. The graft did not 
include Building and Fire Department and Utilities. Mr. Rodenbach then discussed the 
assumptions and growth factor. Using historical growth and trend function to compare 
the projected numbers with historical numbers to produce the projections. Discussion of 
individual items in the revenue sections. The total expenses were discussed separating 
salaries, benefits, insurance and other expenses. Discussion of the Fund Balance was 
presented as a change as to previous projection as to this one has a positive amount as 
to previous projections presented a negative fund balance. 
 
Mr. Rodenbach asked for questions and reiterated that he is available if questions arise 
at a later date. 
 
2. School Resource Officer Chief Kelly presented a proposal for applying for a grant 

through Cops Hiring Program (CHP) for a School Resource Officer. The grant would 
pay for 75% of the annual cost of the Officer’s salary and benefits and the school district 
would pay the other 25% for three years and the school district would be required to pay 
100% of the fourth year. Discussion on cost and benefit for the City of Gig Harbor, 
included the requirement to supply a fully equipped patrol car and uniforms. The benefit 
that the officer would be available for regular patrol during school breaks such as 
summer, winter and spring breaks. Discussion of duties of the officer was discussed. 
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Chief Busey asked if he should pursue the grant at this time. More discussion on 
staffing and duties, with end of grant options. Recommended to pursue the grant with 
the knowledge that as information is provided the grant may or may not be accepted. 
 
3. LiveScan Machine  Chief Busey presented information on a LiveScan machine for 

fingerprinting and identification services. Description of fingerprinting services that are 
currently being done was presented. A grant is available for 90% of the cost of a 
LiveScan machine. The machines abilities were discussed and time savings presented. 
Possibility of using it for service to outside services were discussed. The cost would be 
in the $1,600.00 range for the 10% not covered by the grant and could be covered 
under the current budget.  
 
Chief Busey asked if he should pursue the grant at this time. Recommended to pursue 
the grant. 
 
4. Body Cameras Chief Busey presented information and a bid on camera system 

for patrol cars and body cameras for officers. Previous dash cameras have reached the 
end of useful lives, there are currently no body cameras in use by officers. A new law 
comes into effect June 1, 2016 that would give the City a better buffer from harassing 
public disclosure requests if the City has a system in place by June 8, 2016. So Chief 
Busey believes now is the time to upgrade dash cameras and provide body cameras. 
Chief Busey presented a quote for three units of the Veretos system along with a short 
video showing some of the highlights of the system. The data provided can be used in 
various ways to protect the officer and also support training and discipline of an officer if 
needed. The equipment stores data on the cloud and not on a local server. Questions 
on integration to current systems, performance, out of view of dash cameras, and cost. 
 
Recommendation to pursue and to find out more about the June 8, 2016 date in the 
new law.  
 
 
   

Adjourn:   4:48 p.m.   Next Meeting Date:    June 20, 2016 
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